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Cabinet 
reshuffle 
expected 
by March 

AMMAN (Star)—A cabi¬ 
net reshuffle may take 
place after 19 March 
when the final ordinary 
session of the current 
Lower House finishes, 
according to official 
sources. 

This will allow Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabariti to introduce a 
ministerial crew rhat can 
make preparations for and 
oversee the November 
parliamentary elections. 

Well-informed sources 
said the reshuffle will 
involves between 8 to 10 
ministerial portfolios, as 
some ministers are 
expected to resign to pre¬ 
pare themselves for the 
House elections. Other 
changes arc also antici¬ 
pated in certain ministries. 

Observers indicate that 
the issue of a cabinet 
reshuffle was the focus of 
recent discussions 

between His Majesty 
Hussein and Mr Kabariti 
during the King’s latest 
lour of European 
countries. 

Earlier, there were con¬ 
tacts on the matter during 
Ramadan between Kaba¬ 
riti and some political 
activists, among them 
members from the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), to 
examine their view points 
on certain matters and 
clarify their stand during 
the coming stage. 

But Kabariti failed to 
convince the Islamists to 
join his cabinet, since the 
IAFs Shura council has 
voted to reject the IAFs 
participation in the gov¬ 
ernment in this stage of 
time. 

The possibility of 
extending the current ses¬ 
sion of Lower House; or 
convene an extraordinary 
session has been 
dispelled. 

Such a possibility was 
strong earlier in the month 
when observers believed 
the government needed 
more'time to pass laws 
through Parliament espe¬ 
cially those pertaining to 
economic reform. 

But during a meeting 
between the King and 
some journalists two 
weeks ago, it was majfe 
clear that the November 
elections will be held on 
lime. The King also 
renewed his support or the 
Prime Minister and his 

eovernmenL 

' Talk of a government 
reshuffle is attracting 
interest especially among 
deputies and within cen¬ 
trist political parties. Mr- 
Kabariti formed his gov- 

Continued on page 3 
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Islamists divided over 
joining government 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Smr Staff Writer 

THOSE WATCHING closely the Islamist 
movement in Jordan believe a reform fac¬ 
tion is actively working to restructure the 
movement from inside. 

The trend is led by prominent Islamist 
figures, including Lower House deputies 
Abdallah A1 Akaileh and Bassam Al 
Umoush. in addition to Abdallah Al 
Ukour. deputy overseer of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. They believe that the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF). the political arm of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, should be inde¬ 
pendent from the movement. Such an 
approach, reformers believe, will help the 
IAF party to move towards a more politi¬ 
cal rather than a religious platform. Their 
final goal is to pave the road for the party 
to ally itself with the government, and par¬ 
ticipate in the decision making process, 
which they believe serves the interest of 
the people and movement. 

However, the reformers are going into a 
head-on collision course with hardliners 
who have rejected their approach. The 
hardliners, mostly’in the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood, adhere to a faiwa. declared one year 
and half ago by Dr Mohamad Abu Fans, 
which forbids participation in the govern¬ 
ment. Abu Paris, a former deputy and a 
high ranking leader in the Islamisr move¬ 
ment, based his fatwa on the premise that 
“the Jordanian government is not ruling 
according to Islamic doctrine.*’ 

But the reformers are not surrendering. 
They promised to fight for their beliefs, 
'but. within the framework of the move¬ 
ment’s united body. 

in a show of strength, the Islamist 
reformers carried the battle to the press, by 
leaking the working papers of Al Akaileh 
and Al Umoush which were presented dur¬ 
ing a close-door conference oF the Muslim 
Brotherhood. The papers asked the move¬ 
ment to participate in the coming govern¬ 
ment reshuffle. 

It was an opportunity for (he govern¬ 
ment to recruit moderate Islamist figures in 
the planned reshuffle. Press reports talked 
about an initial deal which was drafted 
between Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al 
Kabariti and Al Akaileh earlier this month 
in which the premier promised to give the 
Islamists five posts in the coming reshuf¬ 
fle. According to informed sources, hard¬ 
liners in the Shura Qxmcii of the move¬ 
ment intervened to interrupt the 
negotiations. It was reported that leaders of 
the movement appealed personally to His 
Majesty King Hussein to interfere to post¬ 
pone negotiations on the Islamic 
participation. 

Later on. Kabariti told Islamic reformers 
he can include them without the move¬ 
ment's approval. 


Observers said it is . 31 

in the interest of the ' ■ 

government to bring 
the Islamists within ■ 

its ranks. First, this 
will disrupt the oppo- .' . S 

sition camp which skjf 

the Islamists are ~ ^ 

leading, and then it V-fK , ^ 

will achieve an old 
ambition of the polit- ^ mtk 

icai system to change to jJHj 

the Islamic move- 
ment to a political 
party which would 
participate in the » 

decision making .• *7 r t 

process. fik.'**-**. 

The government's — 

goal is to bring the LB';' I ' 
movement our of the 
theological wilder- AU those In favo 
ness and into politi¬ 
cal realities. 

Bui so. far. the Muslim Brotherhood 
appears to have made headway with its 
efforts to save the movement from break¬ 
ing apart. In a statement the movement's 
Shura Council declared that "it is not the 
right time to participate in the 
government." 

“We believe that it does not serve the 
interests of Al Jama’a (movement) and the 


J 





AU those in favor raise their hands 


country f lor us) to participate in the gov¬ 
ernment at this period of time.” Dr Abdel 
Majeed Thuneibai. the Overseer of the 
Muslim Brotherhood Movement told The 
Star on Monday. It would he difficult lor' 
the movement to explain its position if it 
joins the same government which--it had 

Continued on page 2 
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UN appeals for $120 million for 
emergency assistance to Sudan 


His Majesty King Hussein is received by King Hassan II upon his arrival in Rabat 
on Tuesday. The King arrived in Morocco after ending a diplomatic tour to Europe 
which look him to Britain and Germany. King Hussein met with British Prime Min¬ 
ister John Major in Ijtndon and met with German Chancellor Helmut Kohl in 
Bonn. He emphasized the important role which these countries could play in the 
Middle East peace process. He stressed the need to resume the Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks. The King's talks also covered bilateral relations with each ujthese countries. 


NEW YORK—As hostilities 
increase in the Sudan, the 
United Nations appealed this 
week lor SI20.8 million to 
meet the emergency humanitar¬ 
ian needs of the estimated 4.2 
million war-affected and dis¬ 
placed persons there. 

Reports say most of those 
affected are struggling to cope 
with chronic malnutrition and 
Lhe alarming increase of infec¬ 
tious diseases. Persistent inse¬ 
curity combined -with natural 
disasters, including crop fail¬ 
ures and floods in the Sudan, 
have worsened the plight of 
almost all vulnerable groups 
who are already living below 
subsistence levels. 

The largest request is from 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund tUNICEFi which requires 
more than $4b million to help 


improve the health, nulrilion 
and overall household food 
security of the war’s main vic¬ 
tims—women, children and the 
elderly. 

The World Food Program 
(WFP) is requesting $43.1 mil¬ 
lion for food aid. and its trans¬ 
port and handling costs, in 
order to feed 2.6 million people 
this year, an increase of 
500.000 over last year. This 
total comprises 2.2 million 
people in southern Sudan. 
374.000 in die transitional zone 
between northern and southern 
Sudan and 78.000 in the 
greater Khartoum area. 

Al present, some 4.2 million 
people (3.4 million in the 
southern states: 445.000 in the 
transitional zone and 395.000 
in greater Khartoum) will 
require assistance in the form 


of medical and health care, 
basic education, emergency 
shelter, as well as agriculture, 
livestock and fishing inputs. 

The most severely affected 
regions in the Sudan arc parts 
of Bahr AI-Gha/al. Jnnglci and 
Upper Nile. Some of the coun¬ 
try’s highest malnutrition rates 
are being registered by aid 
workers in northern Bahr A I- 
Ghazal. Other vulnerable areas 
include the camps and settle¬ 
ments areas around Khartoum, 
where an estimated 1.8 million 
internally displaced Sudanese 
struggle la eke nut a living. 

The Sudan is csiimaicd u> 
have the highest number of 
internally displaced persons in 
the world, with as many us 4 
million people, of which 8(1 per 


Continued on page 2 


Syria continues to exert 
influence in Lebanon 


Cultural Agenda 



By John Daniszewski 
BEIRUT—Charming neigh¬ 

borhoods and inviting restau¬ 
rants sprout like crocuses in 
spring around sophisticated 
postwar Beirut, and so it was 
amid the tinkling of crystal and 
china (hat the young man told 
how his father was taken away. 

; H>s father was a prominent 
political activist One day in 
1994, Lebanese soldiers came 
to their borne and took the 
father to the top Syrian official 
in Beirut the man some dissi¬ 
dents coll Lebanon's "gau- 
ieiier**—the German word used 
in the Nazi era fora party func¬ 
tionary serving as a provincial 
governor. / 

The father jVns interviewed 
by his host ,given coffee and- 
then whisked away to prison in 
Damascus. There he remains, 
not charged with a crime, but 
not permitted to go home. 

Human rights advocates esti¬ 
mate that more than 100 Leba¬ 
nese have been arrested m Leb¬ 
anon and put in prison in 
Syria—a stark reminder of the 
quiet but effective ways that 
Syria's authoritarian govern¬ 
ment exercises control over 
Lebanon, jtssmalter neighbor. 
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Syrian soldiers in Lebanon: Big brother? 


"In the past, we used io have 
masks. Now we have taken off 
our masks." said a former Leb¬ 
anese diplomat now in Beirut, 
speaking on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. “Everyone knows that 


Syria controls everyihing in 
Lebanon, totally." 

Since this nation's civil war 
finally quieted in 1991. the 
United Stales and the Arab 
world seemingly have 


acquiesced to (he Syrian over- ; 
lordship in Lebanon, appar- j 
enily recognising ii js a ncccs- ? 
*.ar> evil to end The (o years of \ 

Continued on page 2 - 


Exhibitions 

■ Contemporary Arab Artisis. 
the new collection, at lhe Darat 
Al Funun. continues till 27 
February. 

■ Works by Am; in da Shi hade h 
at lhe French Cultural Center. 
I'uniinuc.s till 6 March. 

■ Works by children submitted 
to lhe Second Art Competition 
for Children al ihc Goethe 
Institute. 24 February, at 5:00 
pm. 

■ Ceramic and plastic art at 
the city Hall at Ras El Ein till 
lhe end of this month. 

■ Works by Rajaa al Qudah at 
the Royal Cultural Center ends 
today. ’ 

■ Works by Naziha Salim al 
Al Mashreq showroom, Shmei- 
sani. continues till 28 February. 

■ Mini Bazaar and open house 
at Urn Ei Kundurn. off the air¬ 
port highway. Friday 21 Febru¬ 
ary from 11:00 am till 5:00pm. 

Rims 

M RegarJe U'S Home Tombre 
■ji the French Cultural Center. 
24 February, at 8:30 pm. 

■ Malcolm X at the American 
Center, today at 5:00 pm. 

■ Glory at the American Cen¬ 
ter. 11 February at 5:Cl0pm 

■ A Room ii itlt A View, al the 
British Council. 25 February at 
ft;(Kl pm 

■ The Slow Norris (Making 
Friends». at the British Council. 
26 February, at 5:00 pm. 



Black History Month at the 
American Center 

Lectures and 
workshops 

■ French singer Francoisc 
LeGolvan will speak about her 
experience on 23 February, at 
8:00 pm at the French Cultural 
Center. 

■ Workshop On French Engi¬ 
neering and Hotel Equipment 
opens 22 February at Philadel¬ 
phia hoLel. at 10 am and runs 
till 24 February. 

■ Fantasy and Magic Realism. 
The new literature series will 
start on 23 February ut the Brit¬ 
ish Council with four consecu¬ 
tive parts every Monday at 6 
pm, 

■ Worldnet Dialogue with 
African American women who 


are success fill in the fields of 
media, an. cinema, government 
and husincss. The program is 
scheduled for 25 February al 
4:30pm aL the American Center 
auditorium. 

■ The Media Fnrum topic of 
the American Center foi this 
month will he "Press Freedom 
and the Law". The program is 
in Arabic. It will he held at the 
USIS Auditorium on 26 
February. 

■ Teleprcss conference with 
African American writer Elena 
Fcatherstnn. Author of "Skin 
Deep” will be conducted at the 
end of February. 

■ The Turkish cultural center 
is running currently Turkish 
courses and special sewing 
lessons. 

Concerts 

M Performance hy Francoisc 
Lego Ivan, at the Royal Cultural- 
Center. 26 February, at K:3() 
pm. 

Plays 

■ Muwatcn Hasah Al Talub: 
"Custom-Made Citizen” star-' 
ring Musa Hija/ccn daily at Ihc 
Concord theater at K:?(» pm. 

■ Hukumnh Khams Nujwm 
(Five-Star Government) hy : 
Mukhlid Al Zyoudi daily at 
Amoun theater at 8:30 pm. 

■ Akh Ya Disky (Oh My.; 
Buck) by Nader Imran, daily uv* 
Nubeel Al Mashiny Theater al 
8:30 pm. 
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Heyday for Jordan’s 
smoking cult 


By Manal Omar 

SiH’cial to The Star 

WHILE THE rest of the world is faking 
the anti-smoking campaign to the public. 
Jordan's smokers seems to he stronger 
than ever. The scene is common. Non¬ 
smoking signs are plastered all over taxi 
curs as drivers puff away cigarette alter 
cigarette. Belter yet. 
offices honst the cute =^==pgi - 
little sign saying "we'd 
rather die of natural 
causes" behind a desk 
enveloped in cigarette J^HfY 
smoke. Dcspiie the 
risks to personal 
health, society, and K ' 
drain on the economy. WL 
it is clear that the PeL- . 
smoking cult in Iordan 
seems to have an r*- 
increasing momentum A#' - 
and gain more mem- 
hers each day. _ 

Tlie act of smoking 
has a profound impact 
on the smoker. Smok- - - 

mg is associated with 
cardiovascular diseases 
tincluding heart attacks and sudden deaths) 
and strokes, as well as cancers of the 
lungs, mouth, larynx, esophagus, bladder, 
pancreas, and stomach. Smokers who have 
higher rates of peptic ulcer disease, are 
more susceptible to upper respiratory 
infections, and have more cataracts than 
non-smokers. 

The damage from smoking on (he respir¬ 
atory system, cardiovascular system, repro¬ 
ductive system, and musculoskeletal sys¬ 
tem is well documented in medical studies 
throughout the world. A joint study con¬ 
ducted h> the University of Jordan Hospi- 


jo* 


tal and the Hussein Medical Center, 
showed that of 682 admitted to the internal 
clinic for diseases such as high blood pres¬ 
sure. lung cancer, emphysema, etc.. 74% 
were smokers. The ages of the smokers 
range from 14 to 95. and 19% of the smok¬ 
ers were female. 

Smoking has had a strong clteci on 
women. In the past 

_ ___ _ year, the leading cause 

| of death among 

women world-wide 
was breast cancer. 
IsH Lung cancer is now 

^ m surpassing breast can¬ 
's®^*' » cer among women. 

Wt According to Dr 

S Karen Carlson of Har- 

l*gj vard Medical School. 

&W women smokers of 

f, any age arc more than 

ten limes likely to die 
^ of cancers of the lar- 

ynx and esophagus. 
-* " ■" and of chronic 

• - v obstructive lung dis- 

***■*«■ease, such as emphy- 
“ 1 semu. At the same 

time, women who 
smoke are more likely to experience skin 
damage, such as discoloring and wrink¬ 
ling. Jordan is no exception to the increase 
of women smokers, especially when taking 
into consideration the increasing number 
of women who smoke an urgevlah. 

Perhaps the most detrimental aspect of 
the smoking cult in Jordon is its infiltration 
into the public and private schools. It is 
estimated that 28% of Jordan's smokers 
are school children and 65% are adolescent 
boys. “A sound mind is in a sound body." 
explains Lamah Abu Rabie. the admissions 
director at the New English School. "As a 


mother and an administrator, it breaks my 
heart when I suspect my students ot smok¬ 
ing. 1 feel for their lost youth. The ages of 
fourteen to sixteen is the crucial years 
when they arc growing." One of the main 
objectives of the Ministry of Health is to 
implement educational programs in 
schools, to hopefully prevent students from 
smoking. However, it is also important to 
examine where the students arc learning 
this behavior. The survey indicates that 
39% of Jordan's smokers are heads of the 
households. “In our own survey con¬ 
ducted. out of I (XXI smokers. 600 came 
from families whose parents smoke. If you 
want to succeed in helping the youth quit, 
convince the parents to quit first."" states 
Dr Ziad Najjar, the health education spe¬ 
cialist and consultant for the Director of 
Health Promotion at the Ministry of 
Health. 

The threat of smoking on one's health is 
not something new. Across the globe, the 
words smoking and cancer are almost 
synonyms. The dangers of smoking are 
well-known, yet smokers seem unaffected. 
This is best exemplified by the fact the 
51% of doctors in Jordan arc smokers. 
"Increasing knowledge of people will 
never change (heir behavior." explains Dr 
Najjar. "Nicotine and tohacco are addic¬ 
tive. which explains why people are con¬ 
tinuing to smoke despite the destructive 
nature to them and m society. We need to 
look deeply into the social and behavioral 
aspects of smoking. Public health legisla¬ 
tion should be revolutionary." 

Currently, the Ministry of Health is con¬ 
tinuing their project titled "Smoking and 
Health". The objective is to rase awareness 
and increase knowledge of the health, 
social, and economic impact smoking can 
have. Dr Carlson explains that many pen- 
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pie suffer from the "not-me-syndtome". 
where they believe that they are immune to 
the risks of smoking. The fact that smok¬ 
ing is a substance abuse, and should be 
handled as any other disease or disorder 
needs to he emphasized. Nicotine is a psy- 
ehnuctivc drug which affects the mood 
and causes withdrawal symptoms. "Studies 
show that tobacco shares the same addic- 
tiveness as heroine and cocaine. It is - a 
drug, and should he treated as such." Dr 
Najjar emphasizes. 

If a person's own health is not enough 
initiative to quit smoking, then perhaps a 
thought should he mad~e for the effect 
smokers might have on their loved ones. 
According to a Japanese study conducted 
for the past twelve years, a non-smoker's 
wife is three limes more likely lo develop 
lung cancer than her smoking husband. 
This study shows that involuntary smoking 
is even more destructive than active smok¬ 
ing. In addition, a passive smoker is four 
times more likely m develop emphysema. 
According to the Ministry of Health 
department, side .stream smoking contains 
three limes the nicotine and tar. ten limes 


the ammonia! and five times the nitrogen 
oxide (which is the gas responsible for the 
destruction of the ozone layer). 

The time has come where the smoking 
scene in Jordan is scrutinized. A repetition 
of the health damages Is only part of the 
solution. The effects smoking has on our 
community and our youth must be 
addressed. Programs to help smokers quit 
should implement behavioral modification 
techniques such as nicotine feeding. "We 
are not against smokers, just smoking." 
states Dr Najjar. The Ministry of Health 
has already begun the aversion procedure 
at the Islamic Hospital. A multi¬ 
component program should be available. 
The educational curriculum should adopt 
health awareness about drug addiction to 
include smoking to target the youth sec¬ 
tors. Most importantly, an unwritten rule 
of courtesy should be developed among 
smokers who are either mentally or physi¬ 
cally incapable of quitting. So the next 
time someone pulls out a cigarette and 
nonchalantly asks—do you mind? Say yes. 
It just might save your life. ■ 
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Engineers ready to escalate 
confrontation over allowances 


Bv Star Staff Writer 
RELATIONS BETWEEN lhe 
government and Jordan Engi¬ 
neers \>M»c;.uion jJEA) 
remained iciisc js-hoth side* 
Jailed ti> reach a compromise 
over the unified allowance 
scheme for engineers. The 
JEA accused the government 
of defy ins some articles in the 
memorandum of understand¬ 
ing signed between the two 
sides lust November. 

The engineers union esca¬ 
lated its tune m protest hy 
cnlJuig /or .i wr-rri .it the Min- 
ixirv ol Public Work and 
Housing oil .Saturday. The 
striking engineers will march 

/roni (lie Pu»te**-ir>niil Associ¬ 
ation (.'omplcv in Shmcisuni 
to the Prime Ministry. The 
sirike Lomes in .support nt the 
rights .*| ahoui 23*10 public 
sect»*r engineers who are 
demanding a ISO percent 
allowance while ihe gnvcm- 
mem is still insisting on *■*0 lo 
120 percent. 

The JEA has the support of 
ihe resi of the 12 professional 
associations. All arc up in 
arms calling on the govern¬ 
ment io meet the demands of 


the JEA. 

Several meetings were held 
between the JEA and a mini¬ 
sterial special committee hut 
all failed tn calm down the 
situation. 

The latest was held Iasi 
Thursday and attended by 
presidents of the professional 
associations.the government’s 
committee, and Minister of 
Public Work. Abdel Hadi Al 
Majali. They agreed to hold a 
weekly meeting until a solu¬ 
tion to the problem is 
reached. 

They failed to reach ;i com¬ 
promise regarding the imple¬ 
mentation of some articles in 
the memo which recommends 
a rise in the allowances from 
oft to 180 percent us 
demanded by the association. 

In a press conference held 
on Monday, the JEA council 
warned that it will go ahead 
with the sit-in if the govern¬ 
ment does not implement the 
key articles of the memo, par¬ 
ticularly those relating to the 
increase in the allowance 
before Saturday. While the 
government agreed to raise 
the allowance to 120 percent, 
the engineers consider the 
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decision as one that "does not 
cumply with the memoran¬ 
dum nV understanding." Laith 
Shhcilat. president of the JEA 
told the press conference. 
"We demand the government 
to raise the rate from 90 per¬ 
cent (current allowance! to 
180 percent." 

Earlier this week Minister 
Majali described the planned 
sit-in as "unjustified". 

Al Majali said that all the 
outstanding issues can be 
resolved through dialogue 
and not strikes which serve 
no purpose and only compli¬ 
cate matters. 

Referring to the memoran¬ 
dum of understanding, the 
minister said the government 
has fulfilled its obligations 
and that a series of measures 
and amendments to existing 
regulations arc Mill 
underway. 

The strongly-he Id 35000- 
member JEA is the largest 
professional association in 
ihe country. The council of 
the JEA was accused by the 
government of politicizing 
the issue by authorizing a 
strike. But Husni Abu 
Ghaida. vice president of the 
JPA. rejected such accusa¬ 
tions considering the strike as 
a "democratic action." He 
added that “our strike is not 
related to political aims, but 
is merely a professional one." 

Majali warned that any 
sirike would prompt the gov¬ 
ernment to no longer consider 
itself obliged to any agree¬ 
ment with the JEA. He added 
that "we (government! might 
resort to suitable measures to 
prevent any additional 
strikes." ■ 


Syria continues to exert 
influence in Lebanon 


Continued from page 1 


extensive bloodshed and ruin 
here. 

During (he ivar. Christian 
and Muslim militias vied for 
power, and it was only the 
Christians' military defeat and 
a Syrian-imposed peace that 
I restored calm. Now the enun- 
( try's only conflict is the low- 
[ level war fought by the Hezhol- 
( lah militia in the south against 
| Israeli troops and their allies in 
I a 44*»-square-mile. Israeli- 
declared security /one. 

A treaty of "brotherhood, 
cooperation and coordination." 
signed in May l 4 »9l. widened 
the Syrian influence in Leba¬ 
non. mandating security and 
economic cooperation. Treaty 
opponents said it amounted to 
an annexation of Lebanon, 
while proponents said closer 
tics ensured Lebanon’s return 
to stability and prosperity. 

A return of Lebanese sove¬ 
reignty often is cited hy Chris¬ 
tian groups in pamphleLs and 
political manifestoes as a key 
demand. According to diplo¬ 
mats here, even most Lebanese 
Muslims would like to see the 
Syrians out as quickly as 
possible. 

Now fears arc rising that the 
Syriaas are moving to exen 
more control, undermining the 
freedom of expression and 
social tolerance that makes this 
eastern Mediterranean country 
of 3 million so attractive, in 
spite of its horrible record of 
sectarian slaughter, kidnap¬ 
pings and assassinations. 

This is happening even as 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri is 


making impn:s>i\e strides in 
rebuilding the city of Beirut 
and raising billions of dollars 
from governments and inves¬ 
tors lor reconstruction. 

Lebanon has been unique in 
the Middle East: It has an 
open, liberal economy, a rela¬ 
tively free press, independent 
civic associations and a tolcr- 
. ant attitude toward alcohol and 
night life. This combination 
■ made Lebanon a tourist center 
and a trading and finance hub 
for the region before every¬ 
thing fell apart in the civil war 
that sutaed in 1975. 

"Wc >ec a trend that our 
freedoms arc in danger. How¬ 
ever. al the .same lime, there is 
serious action by our civil soci¬ 
ety to try to improve on our 
freedoms'." said Ghassan 
Moukheiber. a human rights 
lawyer in Beirut. Lebanon is in 
a "twilight zone" where it 
eouJd become more or less 
democratic, said Moukheiber 
'There is a facade of democ¬ 
racy. and then there is hope 
ibai this facade can lum into 
something real.” 

Secret arrcsis have been 
going on since the 1991 treaty. 
According to Human Rights 
Watch/Middle East: "The sub¬ 
ject of the Syrian role in Leba¬ 
non—and human rights abuses 
that arise from Syrian actions 
there—has long been taboo in 
Lebanon. Most residents of 
Lebanon are afraid to discuss 
these issues." 

The government also has 
been reining in Lebanon's free¬ 
wheeling broadcast media, 
bringing them into line with 


the censorship and government 
control typical of most Arab 
countries. A law that took 
effect in November bans broad¬ 
casts by all but five private tel¬ 
evision outlets. 

The surviving stations either 
are owned by prominent gov¬ 
ernment officials or have close 
links lo the government- The 
one exception is a broadcast 
license given to Hezbollah so 
that it can publicize its 'resis¬ 
tance" in southern Lebanon. 

Lebanon may no; nave the 
choice n( independence, diplo¬ 
mats suggest. 

"I think a majority of Leba¬ 
nese. even in the Muslim com¬ 
munity. want Lebanon free of 
any foreign forces." said 
France's ambassador in Beirut. 
Jean-Pierre Lafon. “But in the 
history of Lebanon, you have 
io know, this country lived 
always under either real or 
political domination." 

Clearly, some Lebanese arc 
willing to use violence to coun¬ 
ter the Syrian presence. 

On Dec. 18- unknown gun¬ 
men opened fire on a Syrian- 
registered minibus J 2 miles 
north of Beirut, killing its Syr¬ 
ian driver and wounding a pas¬ 
senger. It was believed to be 
the first attack on Syrian civil¬ 
ians in Lebanon since the war 
ended and thousands of Syrians- 
began traveling in and out of 
Lebanon daily for work or 
trade. 

That same day. there was an 
explosion near the headquar¬ 
ters of Syrian intelligence in 
the northern city of Tripoli, 
reportedly injuring two Syrian 




- * Z*l: me* 


A .Y i:\ i:\l.\G TO KF.MIMIir.R. DOS T MISS IT 


intelligence officers. Although 
the Syrians insist it was an 
accident, many in Lebanon 
suspect an attack against 
Syria. 

Afterward, as many as 200 
people were detained briefly, 
mainly Maronite Christians 
and supporters of exiled Mar- 
onite leader Michel Aoun. The 
sweep prompted the Maronite 
patriarch. Nasrallah Sfeir. to 
accuse die government of 
making Christians unwelcome 
in Lebanon. The campaign of 
arrests “scratched the sectarian 
scab" in Lebanon, one diplo¬ 
mat said, raising the specter of 
renewed Christian-Muslim 
conflict 

Lebanon's hopes for reha¬ 
bilitation were strengthened in 
December when the United 
States hosted a “Friends of 
Lebanon" conference that 
attracted 29 countries. Hariri, 
the prime minister, used the 
occasion to raise pledges of 
S3.2 billion in contributions 
for reconstruction. 

But President Clinton did 
not lift ihe 11 -year ban on 
travel by US citizens to Leba¬ 
non. which would have been 
an important signal lo global 
business that it is safe to 
invest 

It is possible that the Syrian 
presence in Lebanon is a pass¬ 
ing phenomenon, tied to the 
Israeli occupation in southern 
Lebanon. Some argue that 
when the Israelis leave Leba¬ 
non, either unilaterally or as 
part or an overall peace deal. 
the Syrians will be pressured 
to go too. 

However, some Lebanese 
believe that the country could 
get used to being a colony, as 
long as it enjoys peace and 
prosperity. 

"We have this new logic in 
Lhe air.” said one journalist 
taking lunch at an expensive 
Beirut eatery. ’“What does 
independence mean in today's 
world anyway?" ■ 
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Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
presents 


Barbara Prust and Lex/ Haddadln (soprani) 
accompanied by Mohammad Otiiman Sidiq (piano) 


SCINTILLATING SOUNDS OF OPERAS 



CHAMBER MUSIC AT 
ITS BEST - DONT MISS 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Abu Shakra Trading Agency 
launches Black Pearls from 
Elizabeth Taylor 


present >'>.v, 

t .“ry?.:. 


Sunday. 23 February 1997 
ftOO pan. 

The Royal CutturaJ Centre 
Main Theatre 


UWER 

SAOsiTRIAK 


Thrill to arias from 
Mozart's "Magic Flute", 
Verdi’s ”11 Trovatnre", 
Puccini's "Tumadot" 
and Bizet’s "Carmen” 
to name but a few! 


||^Nrt>SptOKSTS 

i^|ift^bboe,4^rine^-Hdm 




Ticket Price: JD 7 


Th^toyal C^ ^^^ entre 
l&cfcet PriA-j07 v ff.- 


- the Rojrjl Ciitunl Center. ebL 66WU 
•SAm/.nL«85]ll 

• The rtajoni rVaic Comennuorj. cd 69 7630 



Under tftePatrtin^eof Hb- 
ExcdlenqrDr. Mammdbuh 
AtAbbacb'.,’ A,"' 
The Mayor of Greater i-V 
Amman Municipality 


Tuesday. 25 February 1997 
ftOO pjn. 

'~ it V Hall - Downtown 


I -ket Price: JD 15 


Two different programs featuring 
famous works by Handel, Haydn, 
Strauss. Mozart and many more. 


Radisson 


AS A business woman, Elizabeth Taylor has launched a phenome-; 
nally successful line A 

of fragrances, 
including her new¬ 
est fragrance. Black' 

Pearls. 

Mr Rami Abu 
Shakra, the genera) 
manager of Abu 
Shakra Trading 
Agency, presented 
to the Jordanian 
market the new per¬ 
fume Black Pearls. 

“From the depths of 
the seas comes the 
inspiration for 
Black Pearls, a soft 
and sensuous, mod¬ 
em oriental fra¬ 
grance.” he said, i 

Black Pearls value 
derives from the 
rareness of their 
occurrence.... the 
delicacy of their 
creation.... the 
struggle to find and 

retrieve them....tbe exquisite beauty they bring to the life of. ; 
whoever wears them. * 

Every pearl is unique because each has a story to tell. For the 
woman who wears such a gem. it speaks with the memory of 
exotic oceans. It murmurs with the fascination of distant longings: 
it is available at all eight Abu Shakra's showrooms. ■ 
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JORDAN 


WEEK 

A An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


Jordan to host Abu Marzouk 

■ Official sources said ihai a team from the Federal Bureau 
of investigations I FBI) in the United Stales led by dircclor 
Lucus Freeh is expected to arrive in Amman today, Thursday, 
to discuss with Jordanian 
officials the case of Dr Mussa 
Abu Marzouk. the head of the 
Politburo of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 

(Hamasj who was arrested in 
the US in mid-1995. The team 
visited Israel on Mondav and 
discussed with Israeli officials 
the issue of extraditing the 
jailed Hamas leader. 

Israel accuses him of being 
behind suicide attacks against 
Israelis last year. and. until 
recently, was demanding his 
extradition from the US. 

Last month. Abu Marzouk 
reneged on his legal challenge 
lo the Israeli request before US 

courts and agreed to be sent to Israel. Bui media .sources, now 
say Israel is fearing a backlash from Hamas and other 
organizations if Abu Marzouk is sent to Israel. 

His Majesty King Hussein is said to be willing to discuss 
the fate of the Palestinian leader when he meets US officials 
next month. Sources said that Abu Marzouk may be sent to 
Jordan instead. Ibrahim Ghosheh. the spokesman of Hamas, 
welcomed these reports and hoped thaL the process will be 
carried out as soon as possible. 

On the other hand, officials in Amman confirmed that 
there are Jordanian efforts to free Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmad Yaseen. who is currently serving a life sentence in an 
Israeli prison. He is said to be in bad health and Israel is 
considering his release. 



Abu Marzouk 


Surprise, coming from Kuwait 

■ Minister of Justice Abdel Karim A1 Dughmi is optimistic 
about the prospects of an early release of Jordanian prisoners 
in Kuwait. 

In an interview with JTV recently he said that a pleasant 
surprise is underway concerning the fate of Jordanian 
prisoners in Kuwait. He added extensive diplomatic efforts 
took place after reports that Jordanian prisoners were 
subjected to beating by the Kuwaiti security forces last 
January. A1 Dughmi expressed optimism over statements by 
Kuwaiti officials in this regard. 

He said that he contacted Kuwaiti officials lately who 
confirmed that the Jordanian prisoners are in good condition. 
He hoped efforts will culminate in the immediate release of 
prisoners. 

According to official Kuwaiti sources, the prisoners were 
set to be released by the Kuwaiti authorities on the first day 
of Eid Al Fitr two weeks ago. There are at least 35 Jordanian 
prisoners who were convicted by the state security court in 
Kuwait for their alleged “collaboration" with Iraq during its 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990-91. 


Parties line up in favor of Syria 

■ Jordanian opposition parties are planning to hold a festival 
showing their solidarity wjth Syria. The festival will be held 
on the 22nd of this month to express support of Syrian stands 
regarding the-peace process.. '• •>. > ■.••••.•.. .. . 

Sa'ced Thiab. the [periodic] president of Jordanian 
opposition [coalition] parties, said that the parties have already 
submitted an official request to the Governor of Amman, 
Tal'at Al Nawaiseh. to receive a permit to hold the festival. 

Thiab said that the festival aims at supporting the Syrian 
stand in confronting Israeli pressures imposed on Syria. 

The 12 professional associations together with other popular 
unions and independent figures will participate in the event. 

Opposition parties paid visits to Syria several times, the 
latest of which took place last month by the Islamic Action 
Front. 


Al Mithaq licensed at last 

■ A new member to the weekly press congregation is now 
assured after it was given a go-ahead signal by the high'court 
this week. The Supreme Court 
overruled a government ban on 
granting a license for Al 
M/ftiaqVcharter} weekly. 

Al Mithaq was denied a 
license by the government in 
July last year. The government 
at that time based its refusal on 
the title of the paper. 

Al Wihdeh Press and 
Publication Company filed a 
license request for the 
newspaper to the Cabinet in 
July last year, but the request 
was rejected. 

After the new Supreme 
Court verdict. At Mithaq will 
join about 20 weeklies existing 
in the country. The paper is expected to go on the newsstands 

within a month. . 

Al Mithaq is expected lo be controversial as its editorial 
board is headed by Nahed Ha oar. an ultra-nationalist figure. 
Hatiar and his colleague Abdullah Abu Rumman, another 
founder of the paper, are standing for a trial at the State 
Security Court on charges of l&se-majesti. Rakan Al Saaideh 
will be the editor-in-cheif. 



Beware of the Blacklist 

■ a blacklist is soon to be released against those who 
participated in the Israeli trade fair which was held last 

Ja Sotirces of the Jordanian opposition parties said that a long 
blacklist is being completed which includes a number of 
politicians, businessmen and journalists who participated in 
the opening of the fair and promoting it Included are also 
l hose who violated the "national consensus" to boycott the 

f3 The Israeli trade fair was faced by public anger. More than 
4000 protesters held ‘a sit-in near the place where the fair was 
convened. Protesters represented IS political parties, 12 
professional associations and other popular unions. 

P The Jordanian popular, political and economic institutions 
established a national committee to impose pressure on the 
flnvemment to cancel the fair. The committee warned that it 
Sill release a blacklist against those who have any relation to 

the fair. 

Bad harvest in the dailies’ circulations 

iThe decision of daily newspapers to hike their cover price 

■ 1 “j. ^ affected their circulation, a study proved. Sales 

fierce Arabic daily newspapers dropped by 23.48 percent 
of Sing their prices from 150 fils to 200 fils on 1 

‘ oSSig “« to National 

January. Consumer Protection (NSCP). The study covered 
f “’^oSStlmin Amman. Ztrcp and Mad. 
5j nTSo&& H* NSCP opposed !}* hike and accused 
publ?sh<S° f ihe dailies of seeking profits at the expense of toe 

■-E-Lv said that Jordanians feel unhappy and view the 
sa Z y ri cc [he prices as unjustified. As a result of the 
decision to nsc £ |iv - ng - n ^ caonlT y t ^ study added 
increase m ... ^inappropriate. 

no reason to raise the prices of Kwspapers 
That there other materials used in die industry 

_— 


Prince Hassan briefs 
cabinet on European talks 


Jordanians and 
Palestinians mourn 
late Baker 



Prince Hassan with French Prime Minister Alain Juppe in Paris 


AMMAN—His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, met early this week 
Acting Prime Minister Dr 
Abdullah Nsour. and headed 
part of the cabinet's session, in 
which he reviewed the results 
of his successful visits to 
France and Switzerland. The 
Prince was accompanied by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Bin Al Hussein And 
Prince Rood Ben Zcid Chief 
Chamberlain. 

Prince Hassan said that his 
meetings with the French presi¬ 
dent. the president of the Swiss 
Federation, and senior officials 
in both countries concentrated 
on three main issues including 
the peace process. Jerusalem, 
the European Mediterranean 
dialogue, and economic rela¬ 
tions between Jordan and the 
European countries on one 
hand and with the EC on the 
other, in addition to Jordan's 
stands regarding different inter¬ 
national and regional issues. 

He discussed with French 
officials the peace process, the 
issue of Jerusalem. Iraq in addi¬ 
tion to efforts exerted to con¬ 
clude the agreement of partner¬ 
ship with the European Union. 
He pointed to the positive 
results of the restructuring of 
the Jordanian economy, and 
the peace agreement with 
Israel. 

The Crown Prince called on 
the French side to develop a 
new long range strategy in cer¬ 
tain investment spheres in Jor¬ 
dan including communications, 
energy, the Dead Sea projects, 
and cemenL 

The cabinet session focussed 
on the economic situation and 
accomplishments achieved in 
increasing production and 
exports, dealing with unem¬ 
ployment. in addition to the 
economic working plan for the 
next stage. The Prince pointed 
to the negative impact of inac¬ 
curate or exaggerated media 
coverage of economic issues on 
Jordan's reputation abroad. He 


Mrc.sscJ need to adhere to accu¬ 
racy and give a positive picture 
of the country. 

After the session. Prince 
Hassan told reporters that Jor¬ 
dan is about to reap the benefit 
of its political and economic 
policies especially in working 
closely with the European 
Community. He pointed to the 
decision of the International 
Monetary Fund lo grant Jordan 
452 million. Prince Hassan esti¬ 
mated the total volume of 
direct foreign investments for 
the next five years to reach 45 
billion. 

“In the political dimension, 
our move in France, in the EC. 
and in a monopolar world was 
and will remain dependent on 
the American move, yet the EC 
is really ready to cooperate 
with the issues of justice in this 
region, particularly the issues 
of Jerusalem, the refugees, and 


the free trade." Prince Hassan 
said. 

He referred to the resump¬ 
tion within days of the Jorda¬ 
nian Palestinian talks regard¬ 
ing free trade that would put- 
an end to the anxieties of eco¬ 
nomic dependency, eliminate 
harriers, and broaden the mar¬ 
ket through wider dealing 
“that would attract greater 
investments to a greater mar¬ 
ket which would bring the Jor¬ 
danian. Palestinian. Egyptian 
and pan Arah dimensions 
closer to the world 
economics." 

Concerning Jerusalem. 
Prince Hassan said that “the 
other side has spoken about 
Jerusalem before leaving to 
Washington as the eternal cap¬ 
ita! of Israel... yet I confirmed 
during m> latest visit our stand 
and the stand of the interna¬ 
tional community since 


1967...the annexation is invalid 
and cancelled in the interna¬ 
tional legality viewpoint." 

Prince Hassan called for the 
next millennium to be an occa¬ 
sion of participation of all 

religions, not merely celebrat¬ 
ing^ great historic event. 'This 
participation means naturally 
Jerusalem with an Arab iden¬ 
tity and existence." 

The Crown Prince added 
that the French stand is in 
agreement with international 
legality. Responding to a ques¬ 
tion concerning Iraq, he said 
that "our stand is veiy clear. 
We call for the international 
legality to be applied equally.. 
yet we wonder, as we meet 
with the officials in Europe and 
USA or anywhere else is there 
any strategic focus to deal with 
this pan of the world, or have 
we to continue the dual rela¬ 
tions each by himself?" ■ 


AMMAN (Start—Jordanians 
and Palestinians mourned the 
death of Ibrahim Baker, one 
of the prominent Palestinian 
politicians and legal authori¬ 
ties and a figurehead in the 
Palestinian national move¬ 
ment. who passed away on 
Saturday, ji the ace of 73. 
after a four-year battle with 
cancer. 

Baker spent his life 
defending Palestinian right 
to establish an independent 
homeland. He was a member 
or ine Palestine National 
Council in exile iPLO's 
highest body) since 1968. In 
1969 he worked for seven 
months as the vice chairman of Lhc executive committee of 
the PLO. He also served as a member of the executive 
committee of the organization, and was a member of the 
Palestinian Central Council. But in recent years. Baker 
became a strong critic of Chairman Arafat and the Oslo 
agreements. 

He was born in the town of Mazrah in the north of Pal¬ 
estine in 1924. He ohtained his law degree from the Law 
Institute in Jerusalem in 1950 and a diploma in law from 
the same institute in 1952. 

Baker began his training in Jordan as a lawyer in 1950 
and became" member of Jordan Lawyers Association (JLA) 
in 1952. Baker lived in Jerusalem and Ramallah after the 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
1967. He led the lawyers' strike in (he West Bank protest¬ 
ing the annexation of Arab Jerusalem by the Israelis in 
1967. He was later expelled by the Israelis. 

He was elected for two consecutive terms as president 
of JLA. 1977-79 and 1979-81. 

His Majesty King Hussein assigned Baker to be a mem¬ 
ber of the Royal Commission for Drafting the National 
Charter. 

The late Baker wrote several books in both the judicial 
and political fields. His political books focussed on the 
Palestinian people's right to return and to establish their 
independent state. He also wrote books refuting Israeli 
claims, like his latest book about the Madrid peace confer¬ 
ence and the direct peace negotiations with the Israelis. 

On the judicial level he Focused on human rights in Jor¬ 
dan and on the issue of Palestinian human rights. He was 
considered as a reference for many lawyers on controver¬ 
sial issues, cither constitutional or legal. 

He became a victim of cancer by the end of 1992. In 
1993. he travelled to the United States for medical 
treatment. 

He was buried last Sunday at Sahab cemeteiy in a 
funeral attended by Jordanian and Palestinian officials and 
popular figures. His Royal Highness Prince Hassan visited 
Baker’s house to pay his condolences. ■ 




Hijazeen and Uthman Al Shamaileh in a scene from the 
play. 


‘Muwaten Hasab Al Talab f 

Satirical comedy 
with bitter ending 

Amman (Star)—The Jordanian theater is showing increasing bold¬ 
ness and sophistication by being increasingly critical of the perfor¬ 
mance of both government and deputies. Apart from the pioneer¬ 
ing Nabeel and Hisham satirical TV Program .Milan Huktnmah. 
which angered some deputies .utd officials, another performance 
has popped up recently on the scene to create controversy. 

Muwaten Hasab Al Talub (Custom-Made Cili/cn). a play 
directed by Muhammad Al Shawaqlch. has lately waged :t war 
against the policies of Kabariii government going so far as to criti¬ 
cize him personally. The hike in the prices of bread, which led to 
the riots in the south last August, was the center of criticism 

In the leading role is the popular actor Musa Hijazeen. who 
highlights the impact of the political status quo on the Jordanian 
public. 

Hijazeen, who is known to Jordanians as Suma'. the naive cof¬ 
fee-shop waiter in-the Hurei Abu A no J TV series, is showing 
another side to his character in the latest role. The political mes¬ 
sage the play is trying to convey is realized through Suma's rela¬ 
tion with the" customers of his coffee-shop. 

Other characters depicted in the play arc the partisan who keeps 
reminding others of party dogma and political theories, the unem¬ 
ployed university graduate, the deputy who never questions lhc 
performance of the government and the pensioner who. by show - 
ing hypocrisy to the government, is appointed a general manager 
in one of the public companies. 

Despite the fact that such characters have been portrayed in 
more than one play in the past, they are presented in a dilferent 
angle in this latest work. ‘The play is based mainly on the 'bread 
revolt’ in the south which erupted after the hikes in the hread 
prices last August." said Al Shawaqfch. He went on to say ihal the 
south riots are now part of people's heritage which the play 
presents and that it is not only the government which has Lhe right 
to talk about iL 

The actors attempt to chronicle for the the bread revolt since its 
inception and ending with the government’s promises to compen¬ 
sate people for the losses. 

At one point Suma* hangs a picture of the Prime Minister on the 
wall of his coffee-shop and starts addressing hint in a "southern 
dialect" as the ‘■father" in reference to Kabariii's speech in Parlia¬ 
ment in which he said that he considered himself as the father of 
all Jordanians in recognition of his responsibilities. 

The play achieves a climax when Suma'. who is unable to 
change the status quo. commits suicide using the same knife that 
was used to slaughter sheep killed for a least to welcoming the 
Prime Minister in the neighborhood. 

The play was well received by critics and commentators. ■ 


Cabinet reshuffle 
expected by March 


Continued from page 1 

eminent one year ago in 
February 1*^96. 

Meanwhile, the government, 
which was able to pass the con¬ 
troversial single vote election 
law in Parliament two weeks 
ago without real resistance is 
now talking of introducing a 
new draft to Parliament. 
Sources said the government is 
still committed to the one-man. 
one-vote electoral platform, but 
it wants to reform some aspects 
in the current law especially 
concerning the age of voters 
and the number of constituen¬ 
cies. It was not clear when the 
government will submit the 
draft law. 

Official sources said that the 


government will appeal to His 
Majesty King Hussein to form 
a national committee to draft a 
new legislation for lhe ( commg 
parliamentary elections to be 
held November this year. 

Political observers believe 
the upcoming elections will 
prove to be crucial for Jordait. 
The current Parliament has 
been as unpopular as the gov¬ 
ernment among most Jordani¬ 
ans who believe the deputies 
has failed to confront lhe gov¬ 
ernment on issues related to the 
economy, unemployment, cost 
of living among others. Peace 
with Israel remains a controver¬ 
sial issue for some Jordanians 
and will figure again in the 
November elections. ■ 


Israel reaps fruits of trade 
agreement with Jordan 

THE volume of trade between Jordan and Israel in the second 
half of last year reached $18 million, according to a study 
issued by the Israeli embassy in Amman. 

Since the trade exchange protocol went into effect in June 
1996 and until December 1996. Jordan exports reached 
$5,941,750. In return. Jordan's imports from Israel reached 
SI 1.808.160. These imports included equipment, foodstuffs 
and agricultural products. 

The study added that 250.000 Israeli tourists visited Jordan 
during 1996. compared with less than 70.000 Jordanians who 
visited Israel in the same time. About 182.000 Israelis came to 
Jordan through Sheikh Hussein Bridge (northern borders], 
while. 60.000 visitors passed via Araba Valley in the south. 

More than 66.000 visited Israel through the northern cross¬ 
ing point while 1425 crossed the southern borders, the study 
said. 

During the same year. 59.236 foreign tourists arrived in Jor¬ 
dan from Israel via Sheikh Hussein Bridge, and 17,586 via 
Aruba vullev. 

The King Hussein Bridge, which is on lhe borders between 
Jordan and Palestine National Authority (the West Bank) was 
the crossing point of 70.792 Palestinians and Arabs who vis¬ 
ited Jordan in the same period.! 


Children 
art exhibit 
to take 
place at 
Goethe 
Institute 

THE POLISH Embassy 
and the Gncthe Institute 
are organizing on 24 
February an exhibition 
•if drawings by children 
submitted to the Second 
Art Competition for 
Children. A total or 
100 children will display 
their works. 

The competition was 
announced for jointly 
by the Polish Embassy, 
the Goethe Institute and 
the Polish Women's 
Club in December 
1996. The subjects the 
children were requested 
to draw about are the 
“My Dream World” 
and •‘The Country of. 
My Parents" 

The children partici¬ 
pating in the competi¬ 
tion aged between four 
and eighteen years. A 
Jury composed of Jor¬ 
danian and polish art¬ 
ists and educationalists 
awarded prizes for 22 
works. 

AH the works were 
unique and interesting 
and reflected children's 
memories, dreams and 
feelings., Special diplo¬ 
mas were awarded to 
the winners of the first, 
second and posi¬ 
tions in four age groups. 

The main purpose of 
tile contest is to enable 
children to show their 
abilities, to create some 
artistic atmosphere that 
will .spread the aware¬ 
ness of the importance 
of art in children's lives. 
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The battle for Jerusalem 

JORDANIAN DIPLOMATIC efforts have intensified in the past few weeks in the 
wake of »he resumption of the peace process following the signing of the Hebron 
deal between Israel and the Palestinians. 

The European tours by His Majesty King Hussein and before His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hussan successfully underlined the main issues that the international 
com man fry and parries to rhe Middle East peace process will be addressing in the 
coming phase. 

Topping these issues is the question of Jerusalem and Israel’s occupation of its 
eastern parr since 1907. Prince Hussan*s Paris statements about the illegality of Is¬ 
rael’s annexation of East Jerusalem came to highlight a fundamental fact that gov¬ 
erns rhe final status negotiations over the future of the city' which are to begin soon. 

Following Prince Hussan‘s statements, the King, on a visit to Morocco this week 
reiterated, along with King Hassan II. that the holy city is in fact an occupied Arab 
territory which'cannot be excluded from international laws. The two leaders also 
stressed the need to preserve the Arab identity of Jerusalem until its future is dis¬ 
cussed in the final status stage. 

The timing of rhe Jordanian efforts was deliberate. Now that the Hebron deal is 
behind i:s and the Israeli and Palestinian negotiators are preparing to set the agenda 
for the Una! status talks, the issue of Jerusalem becomes the most hotly-contested is¬ 
sue. Upon returning from his US visit. Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu is said 
to be maneu \ering again to appease his right-wing backers. In few days he promised 
to give his decision on whether he will allow the construction of a new Jewish 
neigho-‘'hi <• »«j ir, Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr Netanyahu is falling under domestic political pressure this time. His right- 
wing c aiiiion partners are threatening to withdraw their support of his government 
if he docs r.i-t approve the building of the new neighborhood. But he is said to have 
given hi- word to President Clinton not to change the status quo in Jerusalem—for 
the rime being. 

it is unclear how mounting pressure at home, including a possible incrimination in 
an ongoing police in vestigation, will affect Mr Netanyahu. But for Jordan, which un¬ 
derstand? ;n:- dangerous repercussions of allowing the building of a new neighbor- 
hoid i:- E.k Jerusalem on the entire peace process, the issue of Jerusalem is cannot 

be deal: with umluiL-raHy. 

Pririve Htswr.’s remarks on Jerusalem in Paris and later on in Amman summarize 
j the Ar.it r-'iri.o a> well as ihe legal standpoint on the holy city. Jerusalem is an oc- 
e cupi-w ■virii-.-ry future must be decided in accordance with international laws 
1 uno I N it is al v an Arab city with a Muslim and Christian heritage and 

a- >i:cii i ; .‘ p"i!'!V.i! and religious character cannot be decided by Israel alone. 

Tile t.-v roliticaf confrontation will be over Jerusalem. The Arabs must prepare 
well lUr :r.e i.rc«.m/; : g kittle. Jordan is taking the lead so far. Its efforts must not go 
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US President Silt Clinton meets with Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu in the 
White House last Friday. Mr Clinton said he was hopeful talks on the Israeli-Syrian track 
would be resumed soon. 
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Will Bill Clinton rise to 
the occasion? 


Carrie Nelle Moyc 

Star US coresspondem 

THE ACCIDENT over the 
Northern Galilee earlier this 
month—the crash of two Israeli 
helicopters with the death of 73 
officers and soldiers—shocked 
Israel to its marrow, reviving 
the debate over the usefulness 
of Israel's presence in southern 
Lebanon in its self-proclaimed 
“security zone." Even hard-line 
military and Likud personali¬ 
ties have gone public in ques¬ 
tioning the benefits their coun¬ 
try is reaping from this 
quagmire. 

Some of these joined tradi¬ 
tional doves in requesting a 
unilateral withdrawal from 
South Lebanon. The price in Is¬ 
raeli lives has been too high for 
the country to accept unques- 
(ioningly. The political price 
for that presence has been even 
higher, exposing Israel to criti¬ 
cism from both friends and 
foes. Last year’s attack on 
Qana. which left over 10U civil¬ 
ians dead and many more 
wounded, not only was a major 
factor in the defeat of Simon 
Peres in the election, but 
marred the country’s image and 
gave others political ammuni¬ 
tion. It also led to deep divi¬ 
sions within Israeli society and 
body politic. 

Withdrawal or no withdraw¬ 
al is a most difficult choice to 
make for the government, espe¬ 
cially under Benjamin Netanya¬ 
hu. who sees his presence in 
the security zone as a bargain¬ 
ing chip in any future negotia¬ 
tions with Syria and Lebanon. 
But this pressure, in itself, also 
is a strong curd in Syria's hand 
to put pressure on* Israel by 
proxy, namely using the local 
Hizbollah guerrillas to inflict 
still more damage on the Israeli 
occupiers. Syria and Lebanon 
have grown accustomed to the 
formula and seem no eager to 
crave a unilateral withdrawal 
from South Lebanon unless 
there is a comprehensive deal 
that includes withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights in return for 
peace. 

Netanyahu failed to coax 
France into sending troops to 
south Lebanon to euard Israel s 
northern boarders if there were 
a unilateral withdrawal by Is¬ 
rael because France, and Eu¬ 
rope in general, favor the com¬ 


prehensive approach of a Syri¬ 
an-Lebanese deal. 

Additionally. France does 
not appear willing to step into 
the same quagmire from which 
Netanyahu is trying to extricate 
himself. 

Netanyahu's visit to Wash¬ 
ington last week is crucial in 
forming new. innovative ap¬ 
proaches to tackle the very dif¬ 
ficult question of the future of 
the peace process. In earlier 
meetings in the capital with the 
President, the Israeli Prime 
Minister was in the stronger 
position: he had just been elect¬ 
ed on an ideological platform 
while his host was in the mid¬ 
dle of his re-election campaign, * 
vulnerable to pressures and de¬ 
mands by strong lobbies and 
power blocks. Now the situa¬ 
tion is reversed: the host is be¬ 
ginning his last term in office, 
free of election pressures and 
free to lake the initiative, plac¬ 
ing the interests and principles 
of the United Slates in the fore¬ 
front. The auest is the one un¬ 



der pressure, seeking support 
and guidance out of a deepen- 
ine dilemma—not only reganf- 
ins? south Lebanon but regard¬ 
ing the entire future of the 
peace process. 

Now Clinton is in position to 
state his demands clearly, be¬ 
ing the President of the main 
sponsor of the Madrid Confer¬ 
ence of 1990. the leader of the 
sole super power, and the main 
ally of Israel. Friends of Israel 
and supporters of peace in the 
Middle East are looking for a 
new. assertive role by Wash¬ 
ington to guide the parties to a 
resumption of talks with the 
aim of reaching a meaningful 
agreement that lakes into ac¬ 
count all parties* legitimate in¬ 
terests and rights: sovereignty, 
security, reconcilmon, peace, 
and open borders and exchang¬ 
es. 

Time in the Middle East is 
more of an essence now than 
ever. Many other flash points 
are looming: Turkey. Iran. Su¬ 
dan. Libya” Algeria. Iraq, the 
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Gulf States, the Balkans.... 
Dosing the chapter of the 1 st 
raeli-Arab conflict with an eq¬ 
uitable peace with Syria and 
Lebanon would .greatly facili¬ 
tate the process of facing rite 
other problems and defusing 
them. It is the perfect time for 
the Clinton administration to 
build the buttress of it’s bridge 
into the 21st century with a re¬ 
sounding victory for peace in 
the Middle East. Washington 
knows exactly what is re¬ 
quired. The world is waiting 
for America to take the toad 
again and do what is necessary 
to cod a most painful chapter in 
modern history. 

The yearl998 will mark the 
50th anniversary of the crea¬ 
tion of Israel and the first 
Arab-Israeli War. It would be 
fining to help the peoples of 
the region attain the gift of 
peace and reconciliation on this 
symbolic date. 

Furthermore, Syria’s Presi¬ 
dent Haffiz Al Assad is 
thought to be in frail health and 
may not be present long. He is 
ready for peace and there are 
many doubts about his succes¬ 
sion and the capabilities of his 
successors) to muster the cou¬ 
rage and willingness for peace. 
The example of the reluctance 
of Simon Peres to continue the 
path of peace before a new 
mandate through new elections 
dealt the peace process an al¬ 
most fatal blow* when he was 
not elected. This truism, added 
to other factors in the cobweb 
of Middle Eastern problems 
and complexities, should be 
sufficient proof for all con¬ 
cealed—most notably Clin¬ 
ton—that the time is imminent. 

After these tong years, the 
people of the Holy Land de¬ 
serve this effort. Forces work¬ 
ing against peace, on both 
sides, are growing stronger dai¬ 
ly. particularly as seen in the 
rise of fanatical fundamental¬ 
ism on both rides. 

The growing potential of the 
anti-peace countries (Iran, Iraq) 
and the disenchantment of offi¬ 
cials and peoples in the pro- 
peace camp (Egypt. Jordan, the 
Gulf States) can tilt the table. 

Since the Hebron Accord 
and the crash ofThe helicop¬ 
ters, abetted by other inrernal 
developments. Netanyahu ap¬ 
pears ready to deal. Will Bill 
Clinton rise to the occasion? ■ 


Book Review 


‘All That Remains’: A study 
of 1948 Palestinian villages 


“All That Remains’* Edited 
by Prof. Walid Khalidl. 

An introduction by Prof. 

Walid Khali di 

THIS BOOK is about the fate 
of the 418 Palestinian villages 
destroyed and depopulated in 
the 1948 war. the ineluctable 
climax of the preceding Zionist 
colonization and the great wa¬ 
tershed in the history of the Pal¬ 
estinian people, marking the 
beginning of their Exodus and 
Diaspora. 

The loss of these villages 
was only part of the debris left 
on Palestinian soil by the ad¬ 
vance of Zionism. The other 
part was the fall of more than a 
dozen of the major urban cen¬ 
ters of the Palestinian people- 
towns exclusively populated by 
them (Acre, Beersheba. Bay- 
san, Lydda. Ma/dal. Nazareth. 
al-Ramlaj, others where they 
were either the vast majority 
(Safad) or had substantial plu¬ 
ralities (Tiberias, Haifa, and 
West Jerusalem), and their an¬ 
cient seaport Jaffa, where they 
also made up the vast majority 
and in whose hinterland they 
had pioneered the cultivation of 
rhe orange that bears the city’s 
name. With few exceptions, 
notably Nazareth, these urban 
centers were also emptied of 
their Palestinian residents. 
Their immovable assets- com¬ 
mercial centers, residential 
quarters, schools, banks, hospi¬ 
tals, clinics, mosques, church¬ 
es, and other public buildings, 
parks and utilities, al! passed en 
bloc into the possession of the 
citizens of the nascent State of 
Israel. Also 

appropriated intact by Israe¬ 
lis were the personal movable 
assets: furniture, silver, pic¬ 
tures, carpets, libraries, and 
heirlooms-all the accoutre¬ 
ments of middle class life of 
the erstwhile Palestinian resi¬ 
dents. 

Grievous and irreplaceable 
as was the loss of these urban 
centers, their fate is not the sub¬ 
ject of this volume, in which 
only passing reference will be 
made to them. Instead, this 
work concentrates on the fate 
of the-Palestinian countryside. 
The decision to focus on the 



418 Palestinian villages de¬ 
stroyed and depopulated in the 
war of 1948 was deliberate. 
The fate of the urban centers, 
at least that of the more major 
ones, has been noted by the 
outside world, however per- 
fimctorily. The Palestinian pre- 
Dias pora structures in many of 
these centers still stand-the 
once elegant mansions of the 
residential quarters of Haifa, 
Jaffa, and West Jerusalem- 
while the cities' names, albeit 
in Hebraicized versions, still 
grace the modem maps of Is¬ 
rael. 

The same cannot be said of 
the villages. They have re¬ 
mained altogether anonymous 
to the outside world and might 
as well never have existed. A 
dozen or so, though depopulat¬ 
ed, were spared or suffered 
only minor damage. The rest 
were either totally destroyed or 
virtually so. They have literally 
been wiped off the face of the 
earth. The sites of their de¬ 
stroyed homesteads and grave¬ 
yards, as well as their orchards, 
threshing floors, wells, live¬ 


stock, and grazing grounds 
were ail parcelled out among 
Jewish colonies that had been 
their neighbors or among new 
ones established afterwards on 
the erstwhile village lands. The 
Hebrew names of these latter 
have replaced their Arabic pre¬ 
decessors. sometimes faintly 
and mockingly echoing them. 
The inheritors of these villages 
and their patrimony come from 
all the major Zionist/ Israeli 
collective, cooperative, or 
small holder agricultural move¬ 
ments (kibbutzim and raosha- 
vim). These movements are af¬ 
filiated to Israeli political 
parties that span the entire 
spectrum from the most libera] 
to the most hardline, with the 
lion’s share going to those 
closer to the former. 

Some hundred or so Pales¬ 
tinian villages in the areas con¬ 
quered by Israel in the 1948“ 
war were neither destroyed nor* 
depopulated, and continue to 
exist to this day within Israel’s 
1967 borders. One might now, 
however, that over SO percent 
of the lands of these Palestin- 


ian/Israeli citizens who never 
left their homes have been con¬ 
fiscated since 1948 and put at 
ibe exclusive disposal of the 
Jewish citizens of the state. 

The District of Baysan 

The following are the names 
of the villages destroyed/ de¬ 
populated in the district of Bay- 
son; 

Arab al-’Arida, Arab al- 
Bawati. Arab ai-Safa, al- 

Ashrafiyya, al-Bira. Danna, 
Farwana, aJ-Fatur. al- 

Ghazzawiyya, al-Hamidiyya, 
aJ-Hamra, Jabul, Kafra, Kaw- 
kab ai-Hawa, al-Khunayzir. 

Masil al-JlzL, al-Murassas, 

Qumya, al-Skhina, al- 

Samiriyya, Sirin, Tall al- 
Shawk, al-Taqa, al-Tira, Umm 
'Ajra, Um Sabuna, Yubla, 
Zab’a and al-Zawiya. Amongst 
them these villages had an 
Arab population in 1945 of 
over 9000 people and shared an 
area of 222,000 dunums fdu- 
num=919 sq. meters=0.23 

acres) over 74% of which was 
cultivable and 18.7% of which 
was Jewish owned. Each of 
these villages has its own story, 
following is the stray of just 
one of them. 

Qumya (Qumiya) 

Land ownership and use in 
1944/45 (dunums): 

Ownership: 

Use: 

Arab: 4,716 cultivable 4.319, 
Jewish: 81 (% of total) (88) 

Public: 101 built-up: 15 

Total: 4,898 
Population: 1931:386 

1944/45:440 

Number of houses (1931): 88 
Qumya Before 1948 

The village stood on a hill¬ 
top. Together with the village 
of Shatla, it was considered the 
western gate to the plain of 
Baysan. The Baysan-Haifa 
highway passed on the outskirts 
of the village. In 1596. Qumya 
fell within the administrative 
jurisdiction of the fiwa’ of Laj- 
jun and was a farm that paid 

Contiimed on page 5 
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Theory of^ 
Poverty ^: 

IT IS amazing :how‘ the:J 
. civilizations! role :of 
lam and. iis presence as. if: 
guiding beacon .throughout * 
history to ~cnhghieSment,i 
renovation and justice, has. ? 
been reduced by tbeoao^; 
lions of a minority of -zesK. 
Ms, and political opporfu- : 
nists into- .a credo^ that : 
supports violence atKl de- ^ 
grades the human potent 
tial of the average $us^ r 
lim. How did it happen, v 
that a few psjadropatfas* 
were allowed to appear as- 
the sole represematives of > 
our faith,'arid even much '5 
worse to dictate to us whqt 
the nature of Islam is. 
Those monopolists of yip-,' 
Jcnee and terror should, 
only be perceived ty theiri 
correct i mage, that ‘is -of: ; 
being terrorists. Regan^y 
less of the masked tils- ; 
guise, and irrespective^ of ; ^ 
their political orientation, . 
such terrorists are neither J 
a phenomenon attached tef 
any particular race, itor to'; 
any system of belief-Whaf,> 
they hove in cbmmpn. J&_; 
their criminality rather ■„ 
than their faith. ; .-•/ 

Perhaps it is less settfi^ - 
tional to cal) criminals-- 
with the proper adjectives^; 
forthe mass media organs,.; 
which are mainly respond 
sible for the massacres •of 
words and sentences;- hare - 
had a long experience in 
ascribing titles attached to 
much more sinister claims : 
of ideological: conspira-I 
cies, than be content vriffl * 
the obvious slmple actsof ' 
violence. One does : not- , 
wish to attack the reedfr ' 
organs, for they are driven", 
by the .profit making ethos^ 
and not by benevolent in¬ 
stitutions, Also-ratings and" 
competition play an imr * 
portant rote m formulating f. 
public opinion. The tnbd- : 
cm history of our world 
indicates clearly that there 
could not be a simple 
of murder, it had roirethe 
(cosa nostra), the feday- 
,-een, the. urban terrorists, 
-and finally retigibus zeaJ- 
»oi& of alf- denominations. 
Yet. irrespective of the. 
epoch and geographi cal 
location, when a crime 
against humanity is conn- 
mitred it should be put m: 
its proper dimension rath- ; 
er than the scale of roman- : 
licism and illusions. , V. r : 

Islam is a civilization;, 
that had a great contribu¬ 
tion to humanity. It is nei-;^ 
ther confined to any'par-.:, 
ticular socio-economic^ 
setup nor to particular^;:; 
cations. To condemn aH 
its achievements, and con-.- 
tributkm to science and. lit¬ 
erature, through the spec -: 1 
(rum of ignorance and 
violence Js tantamount jo ^ 
burning witches -in the 
Middle ages, and destroy*. ; 
ing books by the Nazis. 
But when a crime, canK 
mitred in the name of Js? 1 
lam, is merely a aims". 
committed by one Or more 
criminals, only then we 1 ': 
can progress into under--'; 
standing the Islamic mon- T 
olith that unites people 
from all over the world; 
into practicing the five’.* 
tenets of the faith wife 
goodwill, and respect:to; 
all other religions. Ow-V 
does not deny the fact that 
there are arguments within 
the so called Islamist 
grouping, that ina'tes vwr 1 ; 
lence and destruction^ bur’ 
alternatively there is' al-.- 
ways the voice of reason;- 
to guide the faithful into -J 
the real realms of Islam,- 1 ' 
those of moderation and v 
respect for life. On such 
an occasion, the charitable 7 
organization in Iran called- 
(Khordad) has raised re-; 
centiy the bounty on Sa]-_ 
man Rushdy’s head'byT 
one half million dollars. 
Alarm bells were sounded' 
in the world dectaring the 
barbarity of Muslims and * 
the religion of Islam. Blit • 
Iras anyone in fee weiridi: 
juxtaposed this supposedly . 
Islamic tendency with Ife: 
charitable call of HRH’ 
Crown Prince Hassan for 1 
the establishment of ah'nt 7 
temotional (Zakat-Alms). 
fund for the development^ 
of Islamic countries? The 
Prince’s cal) is an act ofi 
dignified charity, and; 
Khordad’s call is an act of-', 
criminality, so why dwell, 
on the negative, and -i g--: 
nore the positive? 

It is unacceptable, that - 
oar faith should be re- ; . 
duced to a theory fnrpov-. 
erty, and those among us. 
who wish it to be so. are ; 
fee ones bunting Coptic ; 7 
churches and fanning the - 
flakes of sectarianism, fee 
poverty of their terrorism 
will always be exposed. V 
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Business 
scene 


■ Jordan received total 

loans estimated at JO 151 
million during last year, to 
boost its budget which suf¬ 
fers a deficit of JD 21.6 
million. 

The external debts of 
Jordan haves gone up in 
1995 by 2.9% while last 
year it only rose by 0.6%. 

According to official 
statistics, the total Arab 
loans given to Jordan arc 
estimated at JD35.7 mil¬ 
lion. External loans of¬ 
fered by industrial coun¬ 
tries reached JD 3154.7 
million, given from Ger¬ 
many. France. Japan, Brit¬ 
ain and the US. 

Other regional interna¬ 
tional institutions and 
banks loaned Jordan JD 
1517.4 million, such as the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). the World 
Bank, the Arab Monetary 
Fund and the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social 
Development. 

■ The Unified Company 
for Organizing Land 
Transport has generated 
net profits estimated at JD 
1.212 million during 1996. 

The company's" fleet 
transported more than 6 
million tons of various 
commodities inside and 
outside Jordan. 

it is studying a plan to 
establish a specialized 
transport corporation (with 
limited liability) that owns 
one hundred tracks. The 
capital of the proposal 
corporation is JD5 million, 
in which the Unified com¬ 
pany has a stake of 40%. 

The company's cash li¬ 
quidity in the banks rose 
by 10% to reach JD5.312 
million in 1996 against JD 
4.825 million in 1995. 

■ The Jordanian Econom¬ 
ic Development and Com¬ 
mercial Centers Co. (JED- 
CO) has concluded 
arrangements to partici¬ 
pate in the Spring Interna¬ 
tional Trade Expo which 
is to take place in Dubai 
between 5-11 March. 

About 38 Jordanian in¬ 
dustrial companies are tak¬ 
ing part in the Expo, 
which is held annually. 

! Jordaniarrparticipauon 
in the Expo is a good op^ 
portuniiy to promote Jor¬ 
dan in all the economic 
fields particularly the tour¬ 
istic and investment sec¬ 
tors. This will enhance the 
existence of Jordan’s 
products in the Gulf mar¬ 
kets. According to the di¬ 
rector of the promotion de¬ 
partment in JEDCO, 
Bashar Al Khasawneh. 
there is a possibility to set 
up a permanent centre for 
Jordanian products (Trade 
House) in Dubai in co¬ 
operation with the private 
sector there. Dubai market 
is regarded one of the 
biggest consuming market 
with respect to re-export 
operations to all world 
continents. 
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Plan to cancel Ministry of Supply 

arouses controversy 


By Hham S&deq 

Star Staff Writer 

FOR MORE than a year, the 
Ministry of Supply has been 
working on a strategy to gradu¬ 
ally liberalize prices of basic 
consumer commodities. The 
move is expected to minimize 
the role played by this ministry. 

in fact, the general direction 
is towards cancelling the Minis- 
-try of Supply altogether within 
two months. 

Critics say consumers will be 
the main victims if this action is 
carried out. They argue that con¬ 
sumers will find it difficult to 
obtain basic commodities when 
prices soar, as it is expected, af¬ 
ter this ministry is dissolved. 

Not everyone share this be- 
i lief. 

Dr Mohammed Obeidat. di¬ 
rector of the National Society 
for Consumer Protection 
(NSCP) said he did not have 
reservations over measures that 
would free prices. 

“But such policy requires a 
legal umbrella that organizes 
rights of the sell and buy pro¬ 
cess between merchants and 
consumers,” he told The Star. 

He added that this process 
must be worked out under the 
supervision and control of an 
authority, which may be in this 
case the Ministry of Supply or 
the Ministry of Trade and Indus¬ 
try. “What is needed is a gradual 
liberalization of prices and a ra¬ 
tional mechanism to have a bal¬ 
ance between allowances and 
prices” DrObeidatstressed. 

Obeidat noted earlier that the 
liberalization of prices created a 
sort of imbalance between a few 
group of merchants and manu¬ 
facturers on one hand, and low 
income consumers on the other. 

He stressed that the liberaliza¬ 
tion of prices should be made 
“illegal” al the present time. 

‘The council of Supply, 


which is the sole authority re¬ 
sponsible for submitting recom¬ 
mendations to the Cabinet to ei¬ 
ther increase or decrease the 
price of commodities has not 
convened for more than a year.” 

Earlier this week, Minister of 
Supply Munir Sobar said that 
the liberalization of prices will 
be finalized according to ihc 
supply and demand policy. 

He added that the ministry 
called on the Cabinet to make 
adjustments to the law govern¬ 
ing the ministry to prohibit mon¬ 
opoly, protect the consumer and 
maintain stability of prices. 

"The Law of Supply is also to 
be amended in view or the mar¬ 
ket policy towards the flotation 
of prices,” Sobar said. 

A law to prohibit monopoly 
and encourage competition is 
seen by Obeidat as a must in ad¬ 
dition to other regulations aimed 
al protecting the consumer. 

Evcrsince it was established, 
twenty years ago, one of the pri¬ 
mary roles of the Ministry of 
Supply was to prevent acts of 
monopoly by merchants. 

“Its task is to import basic 



Obeidat 

supply commodities such as 
wheat, sugar, rice and dry milk 
and sell them at subsidized pric¬ 
es to the public." said Ahmed 
Theiban, director of Information 
and Public Relations at the Min¬ 
istry of Supply. 

In light of the government's 
policy to allow the private sec¬ 
tor a greater role in economic 
development, the role of the 


Ministry has been minimized. 

In August last year, the Min¬ 
istry lifted subsidies on bread 
and fodder as the first step to¬ 
wards free prices. As a result, 
bread and fodder prices have 
gone up 

The Ministry then deregulat¬ 
ed the sugar and rice markets al¬ 
lowing rhe private sector to im¬ 
port them freely. 

Today and in some markets, 
competition has successfully 
pushed the prices of these com¬ 
modities downwards. 

For example, maize is now 
being sold at lower price for 
farmers as a loddcr. 

For starters, the ministry is 
expected to abandon the pricing 
of all commodities. Govern" 
mcm is yet to free 26 commodi¬ 
ties. Its plan is ro fully liberalize 
prices by the end of 1997. 

The general feeling among 
Jordanians is that coupons for 
rice, sugar and milk will he can¬ 
celled by next year. 

Instead they will get a cash 
compensation as it is the case 
with bread. All Lhesc steps are 
seen as evidence for the cancel- 


‘Amoco 9 launches natural gas 
project in Jordan 


A STUDY is being conducted on the feasibil¬ 
ity of constructing a pipeline to provide Jor¬ 
dan with Egyptian natural gas. The 300- 
kilometer-long line will pass through Sinai 
peninsula and the Red Sea to deliver Egyp¬ 
tian gas into the Aqaba port, according to 
Minister of Energy Hashem Al Dabbas. 

This project is to be carried out by the 
American-based “Amoco" which plans to 
construct a national network for gas pipelines 
for industrial use. This will include phos¬ 
phate and fertilizers plants and electric power 
generation stations. Al Dabbas added 

The Jordanian electric power stations, 
which operate on the costly oil fuel will then 


switch to gas which is cheaper. 

The agreement that was signed recently be¬ 
tween Jordan and Amoco includes a period 
over one year and a half before finalizing 
talks on gas sales. 

Jordanian officials describe the project to 
be economically better than the proposed 
(and recently cancelled) project to provide 
Jordan and Israel with Qatari natural gas. 

Amoco is currently cooperating with Jor¬ 
dan National Petroleum Co. to develop the 
production of natural gas fields near the Iraqi 
border. These fields produce about 30 million 
cubic feel for electric power usage. ■ 


Negotiations on Jordanian-European 
partnership move on successfully 


AMMAN (Star)—The latest 
rounds of negotiations between 
Jordan and the European Un¬ 
ion, held in Brussels two weeks 
ago, has brought the two sides 
closer to'an agreement on part¬ 
nership. 

Dispute over certain issues 
concerning patent and intellec¬ 
tual property rights and the re¬ 
habilitation of the agricultural 
and industrial sectors in Jordan 
were successfully negotiated. 

However, the issue of allow¬ 
ing non-Jordanians deponed 
from Europe back into Jordan, 
after first being granted entry 
to Europe through European 
embassies in Amman, remains 
unresolved. 

Jordanian officials maintain 



Khalaf 

that granting these visas does 
not mean that Jordan should be 
obliged to receive them again. 


The majority of the unwanted 
Arab refugees in Europe are 
Iraqis and Palestinians. 

- Mr' Raymon Mas ires from 
the European delegation in Am¬ 
man said that each member of 
the EU will be dealing with the 
problem of deporting non- 
Jordanians independently. 

"A delegation from the min¬ 
istry of justice in Holland is ex¬ 
pected to arrive in Amman by 
next month to settle the matter 
with the Jordanian govern¬ 
ment,” Masircs said. 

Barcelona's second summit. 
—due next April, is seen as a 
good opportunity for Jordan to 
sign its partnership agreement 
with Europe, Mas ires added. 

On the other hand. Minister 
of Planning Rima Khalaf 


seemed satisfied over the Euro¬ 
pean stance regarding agricul¬ 
tural commodities and the in- 
*■ crease of Jordanian exports to 
Europe. 

In regards to the non- 
Jordanians. the Minister said 
Jordan has already suggested 
alternative solutions, that are 
now being studied by the Euro¬ 
pean officials. 

"Jordan has refused to nego¬ 
tiate on this matter with each 
European country alone, but 
will discuss it wiih the EU. as 
representative of European 


lotion of the Ministry of 5upply. 

"Those who speak and sup¬ 
port this measure do not really 
consider its task and services 
over the last twenty years," Dr. 
Obeidat said. 

"While such strategy is part 
of the economic reform pro¬ 
grams. this doesn’i necessarily 
mean it should entail the remov¬ 
al of the Ministry of Supply.” 

According to Obeidat, Egypt 
has moved forward in the eco¬ 
nomic reform programs, but it 
has not quashed its Ministry of 
Supply. Instead, it carried on 
changes on the role of the Min¬ 
istry. according to Obeidat. 

■"Officials at the Ministry of 
Supply are required to organize 
regular inspection visits to mon¬ 
itor prices of commodities.” 
Obeidat maintained. 

The Minister of Supply, how¬ 
ever. has pointed out that the 
cancellation won't be an easy 
process, it is still under study 
saying that no measures have 
been adopted in this regard so 
far. He added that the issue will 
be seuled within two months. 

Sobar and Theiban expected 
the Ministry of Supply to be¬ 
come an independent regulatory 
body or a department annexed 
to the Ministry of Industry. 

Dr Obeidat called on the Min¬ 
istry to secure a sufficient and 
high quality reserve of basic 
consumer items at reasonable 
prices. “The Ministry is also re¬ 
quired to conduct researches on 
commercial dealings in the mar¬ 
ket and monitor consumption.” 
he added. 

According to the results of 
the studies the Ministry will be 
able to draw up awareness me¬ 
dia programs in conjunction 
with the NSCP. women federa¬ 
tions and public committees,” 
Obeidat said. ■ 


viewpoints." Khalaf added. 

Another delegation member, 
the Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Mohamad Al Samadi. said Jor- - 
dan is willing to speed up the 
signing of the agreement and 
highly appreciates the EU's 
role *n helping Jordan. 

According to sources at the 
Ministry, the previous differ¬ 
ences in negotiations over pat¬ 
ent violations by the Jordanian 
pharmaceutical sector had been 
solved. 

The Jordanian pharmaceuti¬ 
cal industry is a major exporter 
to Europe. The industry's edge 
is its competitive prices ai 
which these products are sold 
in comparison with the Europe¬ 
an and American ones. ■ 


Cl cuts down ratings of the 
Egyptian Nile Bank 


CAPITAL INTELLIGENCE (Cl) announced 
that it had reduced the long and short term rat¬ 
ings of The Nile Bank (NB) to BB and B. from 
BB and A-3, respectively. The ratings are 
qualified and no outlook has been assigned. 

With total assets of S418miIlion at end 
1995. NB ranks as the eighteenth largest com¬ 
mercial bank in Egypt The bank is privately 
owned, and was established in 1978 under the 
late president Sadat's “Open Door Policy.” 
The El Ayouty family is understood to hold a 
considerable portion of the Bank's shares, the 
remainder being in the hands of around 650 
Egyptian individual investors. Mr issa El Ay¬ 
outy, founder and chairman of the NB. is cur¬ 
rently standing trial for alleged lending irregu¬ 
larities. 

The NB recently made available to Capital 
Intelligence its audited financial statements for 
the calendar year 1994. These proved to be 
materially different from the unaudited ac¬ 


counts released earlier. Based on the audited 
figures, net income declined substantially by 
97%. to EGP265.000 ($78,000) from 

EGP10.5million ($3.1 million), the previous 
year. 

It should be noted that the unaudited ac¬ 
counts reported net income rising by almost 
149% during 1994. to EGP23.2 million 
($6.8mnj. The significant full in net profit was 
as a direct result of a sizable provisions charge 
which the Bank look in 1994: provisions ex¬ 
pense rose by 181%. to EGP38 million 
tSil.Imn) from EGP13.5 million (S4-mnl. □ 
year earlier. Audited financials for 1995 have 
not been published to date: Cl has received the 
unaudited figures but the provisions charge has 
not been disclosed. 

Cl intends to publish its lull report on NB 
when the audited financial statements become 
available, which it understands will be in the 
near future. ■ 


Gaza home to the 
new Al Quds bank 

AL QUDS for Development and Investment Bank is ex¬ 
pected to start its activities in Gaza Strip soon. The bank is 
linked with the Jordan Investment and Finance Bank. 

The capital of the bank is $20 trillion, of which $15 tril¬ 
lion were covered by Jordanian, Palestinian and Arab fi¬ 
nanciers. The remainder is offered for general -subscrip¬ 
tion. 

The headquarters of Al Quds Bank will be Gaza and 
two branches are to be opened in an area near Jerusalem 
and Nablus within six months. 

The bank wfD secure banking services Tor clients includ¬ 
ing long-term, medium-term and short-term loans. In ad¬ 
dition, the bank will contribute in development invest¬ 
ments in Palestine covering commercial, industrial 
agricultural and touristic enterprises. Its plan involves es¬ 
tablishing a number of investment concerns to support the 
Palestinian economy. ■ 



AFM dealings record best results 
since 1995 

ENDING A month of steady-paced activities, trading at the 
Amman Financial market (AFM) rose at the first day of the 
Eid holiday to reach its highest level since 1995. 

The official index closed at 157.24 points. The banking 
industry indicator recorded a significant rise breaking the 
previous 200 points record in 1992. led by the Arab Bank 
which hit 265 dinars. 

Trading, analysis say. has witnessed a weak activity dur¬ 
ing Ramadan when the index remained stable at 153-155 
points. 

However, AFM has registered a noticeable progress over 
the past two months. The implementation of the oil for food 
deal Last December led to a remarkable rise in the share 
prices and stocks trade as the index went up from 146 points 
to 155-157. Reaching an agreement over Hebron deal be¬ 
tween Israel and the PNA has triggered another rise. 

Some observers attributed active trading to the cancella¬ 
tion of the capitalization tax approval lately by the lower 
house. Additionally many banking and industrial companies 
disclosed their positive results for 1996. compared with pre¬ 
vious years. 

The developments in the Jordanian-Palc&tinian-israeli ec¬ 
onomic relations, particularly (he implementation of the 
Door to Door Agreement instead of the Back to Back sys¬ 
tem between Jordan and Israel has enhanced hopes to revive 
the cargo transport process between the crossing points and 
achjeve more trade openness between Jordan and the Pales¬ 
tinian territories. 

The upwards trend at the AFM is encouraged by capital 
flows from Arab and foreign investors who showed great in¬ 
terest in the market more than two years ago. Arab invest¬ 
ments in the market account for one third of the total deal¬ 
ings in addition to European. American and Japanese 
investments. 

Sources at the market point our that the value of traded 
securities since 1979 and until 1996 has reached JD 90 mil¬ 
lion. 

By the end of the week trading quieted and the official in¬ 
dex was stable at 157 points. ■ 


Investment activities 
will be on the rise , 
says Abu Al Ragheb 

AMMAN (Star)—Minister 
of Trade and Industry Ali 
Abu AI Ragheb said that Jor- 

dan is to witness intensive m % 

economic activity during this ■ ..... % 

year resulting in further Arab ■ 

and foreign investments in J """ ***■ : \ 

the fields of agriculture, in- _ & 

dustry. lourism. and develop- JMB 

mem of Jordanian exports. 

Abu Al Ragheb added in ifr- 

an interview with Petra news 

agency that “Jordan is to ini- i 

tiate a wide range of econom¬ 
ic initiatives on the Arab are¬ 
na aiming at consolidating its 
economic relations with Arab 
countries, and opening new 
markets before the Jordanian 
exports which are expected 

, j 0 99 w ^ ss 3 in Abu Ai Ragheb 

The Minister said that a 

working team chaired by him has been formed to prepare a nation¬ 
al economic strategy, aiming at increasing and improving produc¬ 
tion. as well as adhering to the international measures and specifi¬ 
cations, developing exports, and attracting more investments, and 
improving the investment atmosphere in Jordan. 

“The working team has begun setting the structural plan needed 
for this national economic strategy," Abu Al Ragheb said. 

He pointed out that the strategy includes training the public and 
private economic cadres to deal quickly, flexibly, and accurately 
with the economic issues, in addition to benefiting from the laws 
and regulations adopted in the economically-advanced countries. 
He added that the Jordanian-Arab commercial agreements have 
been activated recently, and this will reflect positively on the Jor¬ 
danian economy, pointing out that there are free trade zones with 
Egypt. Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia, in addition to a trade agreement 
with Lebanon and a trade protocol with Iraq. 

The Minister explained that 45% of Jordan's exports goes to 
Arab countries, and 35% of its imports is from Arab countries. 

The Minister said that negotiations ore being held to join the Eu¬ 
ropean partnership, expressing hope that the partnership agreement 
would be concluded within few months. 

He added that Jordanian industry has begun applying the ISO 
specifications which will increase Jordan's expons to Europe and 
provide the hard currency needed to finance the imports of the 
public and private sectors. Jordan has started negotiations with 
GATT and is receiving the questions concerning the trade cooper¬ 
ation. pointing out that Jordan will conclude its response at the 
end of next month to start negotiations. ■ 


A study of 1948 Palestinian villages 
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Continued from page 4 

(axes to the Ottoman govern¬ 
ment. In (he late nineteenth 
century, the village of Qumya 
was located on a knoll in the 
middle of u valley, surrounded 
by gardens of prickly pear. The 
village houses, huih of adobe 
bricks, were densely clustered 
together on the hilltop, while 

vegetable gardens were planted 
on the lower slopes around the 
hill. It had one elementary 
school for boys. In I94-V45 a 
total of 4.205 dunums was allo¬ 
cated to cereals. 33 dunums 
were irrigated or used for or¬ 
chards. Qumya was well 
known for its archaeological 
sites including Khirhat Qumya. 
which contained rectangular 
undcrstnictures. caves, and 
rock-hewn cisterns. 

There was evidence that the 
village site hud also been in¬ 
habited in earlier times: the 
ruins of a rectangular building, 
architectural fragments, and 
bossed stones were found on 
the site. About. 800 m south of 
Qumya was "Ayn Jalud. an ar¬ 
chaeological site where Roman 
milestones and a large pool cut 
in the rock were found. 

Occupation and 
Depopulation 


In the months before the out¬ 
break of wide-scale fighting, 
nonmilitary Zionist organiza¬ 
tions managed to arrange the 
expulsion of Palestinian com¬ 
munities from a number of vil¬ 
lages. The Jewish National 
Fund tJNF). and particularly 
the director of its Lands De¬ 
partment, Yosef Weitz. took an 
active role in this effort. Ac¬ 
cording to hisiorian Benny 
Morris. Weitz met with other 
JNF officials on 26 March 
1948 and called for the expul¬ 
sion of the inhabitants of Qum- 
ya (along with those of al-Tira, 
a few km to the northeast). The 
reason he gave was that they 
were “not talcing upon them¬ 
selves the responsibility of pre¬ 
venting the infiltration or irreg¬ 
ulars (i.c. Arab guerrillas]/* 
adding itiai. "They must be 
forced to leave their village un¬ 
til peace comes." According (o 
Morris, by sheer coincidence, 
most of the inhabitants of Qum¬ 
ya left on their own initiative 
on the very same day. He 
writes that they left out of fear 
of Jewish attack and out of a 
sense of vulnerability as well as 
economic pressures. They were 
not ordered lo leave by their 
Jewish neighbours, but there 
may have been "friendly ad¬ 
vice" to this effecL Morris does 


not mention the nature of the 
"economic pressures" that were 
applied but does say that the 
villagers were evacuated on 
British army trucks. A few days 
later. Weitz wrote to his superi¬ 
or that Qumya had been depop¬ 
ulated, commenting that. 
"There is a tendency among 
our neighbours. . . to leave 
their villages." A dozen men 
who stayed behind to guard the 
village were subsequently 
evicted. 

Four months later, in late 
July, a neighboring settlement. 
Kibbutz ‘En Charod, applied 
for permission from the Israeli 
Agriculture Center to seize the 
land of Qumya. Morris does 
not make dear whether the ap¬ 
propriation was approved. 

Israeli settlements on 
village lands 

Zionists established the set¬ 
tlement of ‘En Charod on what 
was traditionally village land in 
1921. south of the village site. 
In the early 1950s ‘En Charod 
was divided into two indepen¬ 
dent settlements, each affiliated 
with a different wing of the set¬ 
tlement movement: ‘En Char- 
od-Ichud. and ‘En Charod- 
Me'uchad. The former is on the 
land of Qumya. but the latter is 


on the land of the still existing 
Arab village of Tamra. Gevu". 
also established in 1921. is 
about 2 fcm west of the village 
site but is not on village land. 

The village today 

The whole site is fenced in. 
Almond, mulberry, and pome¬ 
granate trees and cactuses grow 
around the rubble that dots the 
village site. Cypress trees grow 
among the ruins of the village 
school. The Israeli settlements 
of Tel Yosef. "En Charod- 
Ichud, and 'En Charod- 
Me’uchad cultivate the land 
south of Lhc village, while 
Geva' cultivates the land to the 
west. 

Palestine Times 

Prof. Walid Khalidi is a dis¬ 
tinguished historian and widely 
recognised authority on the Pal¬ 
estine question. Research Fel¬ 
low at Harvard’s Centre for 
Middle Eastern Studies. Gen¬ 
eral Secretary of the Institute 
for Palestine Studies since 
1963. ■ 
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EMI Music Arabia 
signs Walid Toufic 


0 EMI Music Arabia announced the 
signing of singer Walid Toulic to .in 
exclusive long-term contract. 

The artist is one of the most 
respected performer* on die Arabic 
music scene for many years. 

His debut album lor EMI N 
scheduled for release in March 97 
and it is set in he a huge “cross oxer” 
smash. 

The signing part <>)' EMI Music 
Arabia's goal in discovering jnd 
promoting the best talent on the 
music scene in the region. 

Seen in the photograph are: Walid 
Tnullf. & Frederic Giaaurdo. 
president ot EMI Middle East. 



Amanda Shihadeh 


‘Empathetic’ peroep 




of I if e 


By Ancu De Maio 

Spec in! ■<< The Slur 


L ast Tuesday evening, the young 
and talented artist Amanda Shi- 
hadeh launched a tempting invi¬ 
tation to a completely fresh and 
new art experience to the Jorda¬ 
nian public. Figurative and symbolic, the 
artistic work she is displaying till 6 
Mjreh at the French Cultural Center, 
brings a dilicrcni note mi the regional 
scene of prevailingly abstract Jordanian 
and Arabic art. 

Burn in England I rum a Palestinian 
lather and a French mother. Shihadeh 
disc'.cied her privileged relation with 
painting v.iten she was live. She grew up 
painting as nn'ufidJx js playing, and in 
1^9? she graduated from the Maidstone 
An College in Kent—South England. 

After (wo first exhibitions in London, 
the bl<:-s.Msrr,ing artistic personality of 
Shihadeh. aged 2?\ reveals itself in 
Amman as particularly original. 

Her artistic individuality nourishes on 
her Multicultural heritage and combines 
western and Mediterranean values into a 
v.ell-cr.suiilrred personal style. "My 
sensitivity ,;r.J colours are coming from 
n.y paternal oriental origin, whereas my prefer¬ 
ence So: licur.ur representation reflects to a 
certain over.: my admiration for Giacometti's 
figure*. .:r.J pr.'bjhh the present tendency of 
British .(i: -be c\plained. 

"Wi.j. I .un interested in is to portray human 
emotions a* -ymbnls and show their universal 
magic." she pointed out. "although they are 
hrough: out diitcrcntly from culture t«» culture." 
Shih;jJeir.- Jrti-tlc approach is psychological in 
the senvj th.’i vh; analyzes and expresses emo¬ 
tion*. ‘the!her lyricism is meant to be 
indircu-.. a.- the feelings conveyed are always 




attributed to mediating characters. 

She gets inspired by listening to or reading 
people's stories. Behind moving true-life stories 
or written biographies, she always seeks the 
emotional iLspecls of the tacts. Thus, her intel¬ 
lectual and imaginative apprehension of some 
one elscs slate of mind triggers off the process 
of artistic creation. "I produce one painting and 
if the story i,s still present in mv mind, a second 
and sometimes, even a third one follows to carry 
on the events.” she said. 

The empathetic "feeling” for Shihadeh 
becomes a character in itself, while the storx 


that created it i* reduced int.' the framework «<! 
its own adventure. Many nl her puTJr.-> crane ut 
pairs and their complementarity i* widiviMhfc 
because they illui-trate events' .»f the *jme •lory. 
The painting', entitled Toii.r of.-, 1 .mJ ~ 
lolloxv the progression •>} passionate desire ii:t.> 
sublime satisfaction. 

The sequence of paintings called OU! Chinn 
1 1/2*. Moilieriu>f\i < 1/2 1 and Occupation. depict 
fi\c variations on the same emotiona 5 tlienv The 
events consist in a Chinese mother binding her 
daughter's feel and leaching her to accept tne 
humiliation jll vtumti h.hl i" -.tiYcr. the feei- 


ings behind rhis scenario throb mutually in 
pulsating colors and forms that suggest 
maternal love, suffering, revolt and bitter 
acceptance. Shihadeh“s most rccera mixed 
media on textured gel and inks are dedi¬ 
cated to happiness. Warm colors like 
flashy orange and melting yellow vibrate 
in contrast with blue shapes and dark out¬ 
lines. The choreography of the self- 
sufficient swaying figures is gracious and 
esoteric "Dynamics and textures arc very 
important to me." she stressed expressing 
her reurct that the simultaneous stimula¬ 
tion nf visual, olfactory and tactile senses 
experienced in a painter's study is not pos¬ 
sible m an exhibition hull. 

"The mystics of my latest paintings have 
no religious connotation." she underlined. 
The spirituality of her an resides in the 
complex mechanism of empathy, that is in 
the capacity to completely assimilate an 
alter ego's'despair. loneliness, joy. pain- 
fulfillment. burden, paradisiacal bliss or 
' annihilation." and re-e.\perienee it with 
violent intensity and stunning sincerity. 
Her expressionist artistic perception of the 
real world reflects the progress of her own 
spiritual trip towards ivxo main existential 
goals "self-improvement and happiness.” 
The an she presents is supported by read¬ 
ing of what >he calls "powerful books." Her 
guide hook is Ben Okry’s "Astonishing the 
God*”! 

"With Shihadeh. the strength of composition 
and coloring associated with an interesting sym¬ 
bolism and a Jirect simple surrealism, are indic¬ 
ative of u high artistic potential." said All 
Maher, the director of the Darai a« Funun. “The 
French Cultural Center is getting the recognition 
nf a place where many artists who eventually 
became famous, first exhibited their works when 
’he\ were young promising talents." he added. 
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rative arts 


By Munther Humdan 

Su:r Shi]]'Writer 


M uch has been writ ten about 
the creativity of Islamic 
artisans throughout centu¬ 
ries. The Muslim world 
has heen able to graduate artists 
and craftsmen who produced inim¬ 
itable works of ornamentation and 
decoration. Efforts nowadays are 
exerted by some of the Arab coun¬ 
tries to highlight the artistic 
achievements of the Muslim world 
as well as revive what used to gen¬ 
uinely reflect the Islamic identity. 

Recently a seminar was held 
between 5-10 January in Syria to 
discuss Islamic decorative art*, in 
general and the art of Arabesque 
in particular. Entitled "Arabesque 
in Traditional Crafts nf CMC Coun¬ 
tries. the seminar was organized 
by the Research Centre for Islamic 
History. An and Culture IRCJCA 
in collaboration with the 
UNESCO and the Syrian Ministry 
of Culture. 

Art experts, artists, representa¬ 
tives of NGOs from the Arab and 
Muslim world submined papers calling for 
spreading awareness about the different 
historical and technical aspects of Islamic 
decorative arts. They also discussed means 


JTI hosted French 
tourism delegation 


AS PART of its efforts to support tourism in Jordan, the Jor¬ 
dan Tourism Investment company hosted to a dinner party a 
French Tourism delegation last week. The ceremony, held at 
Kan Zaman touristic village, was aimed at acquainting the 
French tourism representatives with the touristic potentials of 
Jordan as well as marketing the Jordanian archaeological sites 
to the whole world. Attending the event was a number of Jor¬ 
danian and French tourist agents, the press and members of 
the executive board of the JTI. 

The French delegation was invited by the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism. Royal Jordanian, the Tourism Promotion Committee and 
private tour operators. The visit comes amidst concerted 
efforts exerted to support the Jordanian cultural season which 
will he held in Paris between March and October 1997. The 
French delegation is expected to promote Jordan during an 
exhibition that is aimed at highlighting Jordan's culture and 
archeological milestones. ■ 



to revive and preserve, these forms of art. 
Among the papers were one on "Handi¬ 
craft Products Development wiihin 
National and international Framework" by 


Dubai holds Al Fares ‘97 equine exhibition 


THE SECOND Arab International Exhibition 
fur Horse and Equipmcnt-Al Fares ‘97 will be 
held under the patronage of Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum. the 
UAE defence Minister and crown prince of 
Dubai. The event will take place at the World 
Trade Center in Dubai from 23 to 26 
November. 

Al Fares '97. the only event of its kind in 
the Middle East, is designed to reflect the ren¬ 
aissance of the Arab horse and the age old 
equine culture of the Arab world. It will serve 
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as a platform for owners, 
trainers, breeders, blood¬ 
stock agents, equine art¬ 
ists. Jockeys, other equine 
industry professionals and 
manufacturers of horse 
and riding equipment, par¬ 
ticularly racing and polo ( 
equipment. "We are privi¬ 
leged to' he a pan of this 
renaissance.” said Fayez 
Ahmed, of Al Fajer Infer* i 
matron and Services, the 
organizers of this high 
powered event. 

The organizers have 
drawn up an interesting 
itinerary which includes 
The Arabian Knights—a 
show depicting the history 
of the Arab horse and the 
Arab horseman, an inter¬ 
national competition for Antique carriages and 
coaches, an international dressage competition 
for best costumes for Horse and riders, a med¬ 
ieval jousting tournament and several trick rid¬ 
ing events like the Indian Apache show and 
the cowboy acL An exhibition polo match is 
also being planned. 

The product profile of Al Fares “97 includes 



racing and polo equipment, trainers and breed¬ 
ers equipment, horse feed, horse accessories, 
etc. The exhibition is expected to be visited by 
representatives of official bodies and eques¬ 
trian organizations, schools, veterinary profes¬ 
sionals. etc. Exhibitors from ten countries have 
already confirmed participation. ■ 


Mohamed Toure. another emi* 
:!ed "An anaiysii e: :he Meaning 
of Arabesque..” by Abdur 

Raheem Ghaleb and a third on 
"Tne impact of Islamic Decora¬ 
tion on European Arts" by 
Mohammad Zeinhum 
In his paper. Ghaleb says that 
the Europeans in general define 
the Arabesque as a scrolling 
plant form but in the middle 
ages such patterns were called 
Moresque while the word Ara¬ 
besque did not come into use in 
Europe until the 16th century- He 
went on to say that Arabesque is 
not only about ornaments, but "it 
is a harmonious marriage 
between calligraphy stars ha pcs 
and circles... This world of Pat¬ 
terns is much more than elegant 
lines and one has to go behind 
the appearance to get the abstrac¬ 
tion and the sublimation of the 
dancer, the flower and the grape¬ 
vine to the mystical state of the 
rhythm in unity.” The Arabesque 
patterns can be .applied on differ¬ 
ent materials like the ceramic, 
wood, textile etc. 

Ghaleb deduced that abstraction in art 
first appeared in the Islamic world. He 
believes that ibis abstraction was intro¬ 
duced to reflect the unity of the Muslim 
people regardless of their ethnic 
backgrounds. 

Jordanian artist Sarnia Al Zaru, who 
also participated in the seminar, has a dif¬ 
ferent view. She says that though the pat¬ 
terns of the Arabesque have been pre¬ 
served yet we find that the artists and 
craftsmen of each Muslim country have 
added their touch which goes in line with 
their social and ethnic backgrounds. 

Focusing in her paper on the educational 
aspect regarding the visual arts and tradi¬ 
tional handicrafts. AI Zaru believes that 
students must be aware when creating a 
work of art of their association with their 
land and the surrounding environment. 

Al Zaru. who is known in Jordan for 
mastering the art of installation, tackled 
during the seminar the methods that'should 
be followed in teaching the students of Jor¬ 
dan. Yemen and Palestine such inherited 
crafts as the Arabesque. She recommends 
that the art curricula must be developed to 
include information about the handicrafts 
and the decorative art as being parts of the 
Arab and Islamic heritage. Her paper cov¬ 
ered students from the basic, secondary 
and vocational education in addition to the 
higher education. 

Zaru believes that for someone to master 
the art of Arabesque he must First learn 
the basics of its patterns. But academic 
knowledge is not enough and that is why 
the learner must be trained the skills by a 
craftsman. 

"The combination of skills and knowl¬ 
edge is important, but it is also important 
to have creative craftsmen who would pre¬ 
serve this art for generations to come.. B 



By Manal Omar £ 

What a service! .. r : 

PERHAPS THE most stunning aspect 0 ^ or ^j^ por - I? 
Uie overwhelming dedication to ‘ 

those of you who didn't catch the sarcast - mi^The 
from the previous sentence let me clarify X P£" ^ 
two words—customer service—-seem lo be^ ■ ■ . 

terra nova in the commercial sector of J( ^ an .^ lt 5 y. 
the concept seems to be filtering into five star k*eisau , 
restaurants However, the overall treatment of customers . 
in Jordan is poor to say the least. ' ‘ * h Jj ‘ 

Although this opinion may be *5 aJLbp*' J. 
means formulated overnight. In the beginning, l desper.. 

ately tried to cronvince myself that the first few ^countg - , 

were isolated events. However, after a few visits to res-, j, 
taurants it seemed that almost all hosts had taken 4 mVa . - 

vow to ignore, the customers for at least five 
Meanwhile, the waiters apparently were n ™ d h t ®, n S£r " 
the customer feel guilty for each truest, they h^d. 
entire concept of an evening out is virtually r - 

merely satisfactory meal with an extravagant bill coupieo . , 
with poor treatment. _ 

- Even those restaurants and cafes that portray a sopmsu- . y 
caied and professional aura suffer from problems witn -. . 
customer service. The waiters and hosts act with y ,ttu .)* 
no enthusiasm and repeat phrases without.sincenty. jnc^ 
fakeness in an attempt to portray an attitude that they care 
about customers is almost as offensive as a lack of cus- - _ ^ 
tomer service in the first place. . r ‘ 

Unfortunately, the fashion industry , is no better, i ^ 
remember during my first month in Jordan a nice blazer. - • t. 
caught my eye. When I entered the store to inquire about *. 
the pice nobody was in sight. The young salesperson . 
finally decided to emerge from upstairs after about ten 
minutes. Slightly embarrassed from being ignored for so 
long. 1 asked the price. With a look of annoyance he ; \ 
retorted, "Isn’t the price tag on it?” . »; 

On another occasion, I visited a distributor for a well 
known fashion designer only to receive similar treatment. 
Again, an outfiL interested me in the window. When I L 
entered the store the young salesman was on ihe phone. I .V 
browsed around for awhile, waiting to ask for the price p - 
and my size. After about fifteen minute of listening to the r 
young’man plan his entire week-end with his'girlfriend. / » " 
walked out the store, furious that I had nor even been | 
acknowledged. ]• 

Such incidents alone are frustrating. Yet after a few [' 
months a new discovery made the situation even more ; 
depressing. It turned out that the phrase customer service 
would suddenly become familiar if the language spoken 
was English. It was amazing to see how different people 
treated me when I spoke in my mother lohgue. The rale 
did not just apply to me. Other customers who threw in a 
few words of English were given more attention, as if for 
one reason or smother this made them from the elite. 

The basis of safes is to please (he customer, and to 
make them feel speriaL [ racked my brain trying to under¬ 
stand the reasoning behind such poor treatment in so - 
many places. Perhaps it is because these stores have such 
an overwhelming number of customers, and so many Jor? 
damans are willing to put half their pay check on fine din- . 
ing ora nice jacket I sincerely doubt it . r 
Plain ami simple, it is a lack of professionalism and a 
lack of training. It does not take a genius to realize that 
such complaints are being repeated among the consumers. 

The i lustration 1 feel Is only part of the iospiration.behind • _ 
complaining. More importantly, there is a need to become f. 


aware of the issue so that those who are in. charge can 
properly address the issue. ■. /' ■ ’- r 





“No doubt about it, Ellington—we're 
nKithemattcalty expressed the purpose of the 
universe. Gad, how I lore the thrill of 
scientific discovery!” 



“Ah! The shed skin of some large, 
reptilian denizen. And a bonus, 
Ellington! Here’s his wallet.” 
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THE STAR 7 - 


Amman cinemas 


Programs on JTV 
from 22 -28 February 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 
Speechless 

Philadelphia 11 (Tel: 634149): 

The Net 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) (Arabic) 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) (Arabic) 
Concord 11 (Tel: 677420): 

Custom Made Citizen(Arabic Play) 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 



ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

• 2:00—Holy Koran 
2:08—The Adventures or 
Mickey and Donald 
2:30—Moo min (Comedy) 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00— Gillette Sports 
4:30—Practical Guide to the 
Universe 

5:10—Blue Heelers 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Hea dlin es 
7:35—Hanging with Mr 
Cooper (Comedy) 

8:00—Magazine 01 (Doc) 
8:30—Prism 

9:10—The new Adventures 
of Superman (Lois and Clark) 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Mcgyver 
11:15— Feature Film: De Ja 
'l Vanessa, starring: Joe Ste- 
wardson and Nan Hamilton 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:08—Jonny Quest (Cartoon) 
2:30—Problem Chdl(Canoon) 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Global Family (Doc) 
4:30—Energy Express 
5:10—Our World, Their 
World (Doc) 

5:30—All Our Children 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince or Bel 
Air 

8:00—World Echo (Doc) 

8:30—Babylon-5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Tycoons 
10:00—News at Ten 
, :i l 0:25—Hot Shots 
|t 11:00—Sisters 
12:00—Yes Minister 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:08—The Mnppet Show 


Lois and Clark - Superman , Saturday at 9:10 pm 


2:30—Captain Planet 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Nature’s Inventions 
4 JO—Deep Water Haven 
5:00—The American Chart 
Show 

6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Rosaline (Comedy) 

8:00—Discover Magazine 

8 JO—Baby Ion-5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Extreme 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Under Suspicion 
(Drama) 

12.-00—Dad’s Army 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:08—Bndgie—the Little Hel¬ 
icopter (Cartoon) 


2:30—Flintstoanes 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Super Sports Follies 
4 JO—Dog House 
5:10—Fun with Physics 
5:20—Varieties 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Murphy Brown 
8:00—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Lost Civilizations 
(Rome the Ultimate Empire) 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Snowy River 
12:00—Mission Impossible 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:08—The Muppet Show 
2:30—Adventures on Rain¬ 
bow Pond 


3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Earth Revealed 
4:30—Escape from Jupiter 
5:05—Challenge (Doc) 

5:30—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Grace Under Fire 
(Comedy) 

8:00—Varieties 
8:10—Challenges 
9:10—Spencer for Hire 
(Drama) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Cobra 
11:00—Hart to Hart 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:08—Ovide & the Gang & 
Raw Toonage (Cartoon) 

2 JO—Curiosity Show 
3:00— They Came from 
Outer Space 
4:00—NBA Basketball 
5:00—Out of This World 
5:30—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Parenthood 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema. 
Cinema 

8:30—Babylon 5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: The 
Boy Who Drank Too Much, 
starring: Lance Kerwin and Ed 
Lauier 

12:00—Taratata 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:08—The Muppet Show 

2 JO—Flin (stones 

3:00—See How They Grow 

3:15—French Programs 

4:00—Crystal Maze 

5:10—Science & Space 

Encyclopedia 

5:30—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—America’s Funniest 


Home Videos 

8:00—You Bet Your Life 

8 JO—Babylon 5 (Science 

Fiction) 

9:10—Frontline (Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Crime 
Broker, starring: Jacqueline 
Bisset and Masaya Kato 
12:00—My Good Friend 
(Comedy) 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAMED1 

1:30—Dessins a dimes 
3:00—Emission jeunesse 
Fete des bebes 
6:00—Serie polidere 

Les jurds de I‘ombre 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMAN CHE 

4:00—Film 

« Faiies sauler la 
banquet, avee Louis de 
Funes 

6:00—Varietes 

Claude Nougaro 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Magazine sud 

LUNDI 

1 JO—Dessins animes 
2:00—Magazine 
Moniagne 

Les aretes de liuniere 
6:00—Concert 

Julien Clerc a 
I 'Olympia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:00—Dessins anirnds 


• High School High: 
Jon Lovitz stars as 
Rickard C. Clark, a 
whitebread young 
idealist who goes to 
teach at Marion Barry 
High—a notorious 
inner city school so 
tough that it has its 
own cemetery : Ha 
Carr ere stars as 
Victoria Chapell, the 
administrative assistant 
who befriends him. 

Courtesy: 
“The Pleasure Dome ” 
Tel: 676558 
Fax: 5538087 


3:30—Jeiut 

Pyramide 
6:00—Serie 

La dame de Monsoreau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:00—Dessins animds 
3J0—Serie 

Les six compagnons de 
l*a venture 
6:00—Varidtd 

Surprise sur prise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le monde esi & vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Film 

*Tous les homines sons 
des menteurs* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTv“~| 



Video Releases 

■ Power Play: A top union leader becomes an 
FBI informant and betrays the mafia. Brian 
Dennehy (to catch a killer) stars in this bio- 
graphical drama and swings between the choic¬ 
es of becoming a federal prisoner or being fit¬ 
ted with cement shoes by the mafia. 

■ Multiplicity: Michael Keaton is cloned into 
multiples to make his life easier. ..but does it? 
An excellent comedy of rivalry between a man 
and other men in his image. The film is direct¬ 
ed by Harold Ramis and written by the guys 
who wrote “City Slickers”and “Splash”. 

■ I love You / love You Not: A beautiful roman¬ 
tic tale of a shy girl’s love affair with the cool¬ 
est guy in town, and the influence her loving, 
wise , and widely experienced grandmother has 
on her life. 

■ Magic in The Water: 

A fantastic thrilling movie of a magical encoun¬ 
ter with a lake creature Orky. The family’s 
summer vacation in the lakeside town of Gle- 
norky will offer them more than they bargained 
for. 

Courtesy: “The Pleasure Dame ” 
Tel: 676558 - Fax: 5538087 
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ACROSS 
1 Otd refrain 
5 Kitchen 


■ 

10 Nawelawrt 
Indonesia 

14 Oh, wool 

15 Soto 

16 —■***** 

17 Ofivetemw 


19 Roman port 

20 ExperirtJced 

21 Cleanse 

23 Legal mafia” 

24 Edbto 
mustwoom 

25 Young 
Ks^mder 

29 Uses 


38 Actor 
Watach 

39 Wheel 
holders 

40 BuhrfnWe, 
afl. 

41 Softened 

43 Agreement 

44 Spud 

45 Japanese 
money 

46 Selected 
48 Cruel 

treatment 


strategy 

33 Cantfiatefor 
a hairpiece 

34 eaten monk 

35 —Scotia 

36 British peers 

37 Overcharge 


53 

54 Nautical 
hook 

56 Spoken 

57 Get around 

i>y 

Cleverness 

58 P i ofca e rt 

59 —and 
meens 

80 Natives o( 
Copenhagen 

61 Former 
he a vyw e ig ht . 
Max 


DOWN 

1 Crazes 

2 Nauficalterm 

3 Volcanic 
scoria 

4 Sale term 

5 Man 

6 Biter hert) 

7 Cross 

8 Remnant . 

9 Answers 

10 loves greeSy 

11 Rich 
chocolate 

cake 

12 Uke 

13 Shipshape 
18 SmaB 

pdmrtB 
22 Nobel 
chemist 

24 (bindsgrairt 

25 Msanthrope 

26 Soop plant 


tetters 

29 Made out 

30 Clean the 
state 

31 Old World 
falcon 

33 Burning 
machine 

36 Stretched out 

37 Heir 

39 Cftfpinches 

40 Lass 

42 Studottams 

43 Southern 


45 Pak fertile 

46 Brag 

47 Romanian 
dance 

48 —The 
Terrible 

49 SMcebieeker 

50 Trafcadour 
- tow song 
5t Strong wted 


27 Severe 52 Plcherwttie 

consequence spout 
s 55 A Gabor 

28 Genetic 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: There are a lot of 
pianos in Aquarius. In a nutshell, thai 
means revolutionary changes will 
take place. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Your 
friends will spur you to great heights. 
Follow their advice, especially one 
very smart person. Do all your most 
important and creative dungs now. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Race 
around getting lots of important stuff 
done. If you don’t, somebody you 
know is liable to have a fit Go along 
with a supervisor’s unusual as s i gnm e n t. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). This is 
a marvelous time for traveling, learn¬ 
ing foreign languages or presenting 
yoor doctoral dissertation. Rely cm a 
friend’s experience. 

Cancer (June 22-JnJy 22). 
Finances require your attention. 
Apply for that loan you’ve been 
t hinking about. Heed an older person¬ 
’s advice to become more successful 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). A partner¬ 
ship or legal matter could turn out 
very well for you. Play with a pas¬ 
sionate foreigner and learn a fun, new 
game. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Spend 
money on supplies that will help you 
do your job. These are good days for 
getting a raise or increase in your 
allowance. 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). Your 
hide in love is awesome. If you’re not 
already crazy mad about at least one 
person, you will be soon. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Decide 
all the major and minor domestic 
issues and you won’t have to think 
about them again for years. Your 
workload's intense. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You’re able to concentrate better than 
usual. Take on that project you’ve 
been thinking about 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Janu 19). You 
could have a major influx of money 
or other valuables. Spend some of it 
on your domestic environment 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
are awesome. You’re lucky, imagina¬ 
tive and quite good looking. Your 
mental and physical reflexes are light¬ 
ning-fast. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
may feel like the weight of the world 
is on your shoulders. Pay fees and 
entan gle a bureaucratic mess. Let a 
friend come to yoor rescue. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
Tbs Week: Take on an educational 
challenge. You’re not only smart, 
you're also bold and brave. 

c 1997.1Ubw Medta Serritef 


Bridge 


Neither vulnerable. Sooth deals. 
NORTH 
482 
<7762 
OKJ3 
4-A8763 
WEST EAST 

* Q10 9 7 5 *AK64 

(798 OKS 

0A954 OQ1075 

+ KJ AQ105 

SOUTH 

* J3 

VAQJ1054 

082 

* 94 2 


The bidding: 
South West 


East 


North 


Opening lead: Seven of A 

The Blue Ribbon Pairs, premier 
championship at the 1996 Fall North 
American Championships in Atlanta, 
was won by David Berkowitz. Old 
Tappan, N J. and Larry Cohen, Little 
Falls, NJ. — one of the country’s 
top partnerships. This hand is 
instructive in bom duplicate strategy 
and defense. 

South’s two hearts was weak and 


The King Is Dead 
By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

North’s raise was preemptive. West 
might have balanced with three 
spades. Thar would probably have 
been made since declarer would 
almost certainly have taken the right 
position in diamonds in view of the 
opening preempt. 

West, Richard Oshlag of 
Memphis, led a spade and East took 
the kmg and ace before shifting to a 
diam ond West rose with the ace and 
continued the suit, declarer winning 
with dummy’s king. 

A crump finesse won, and declarer 
led a low dub. Had West followed 
with the jack, declarer would have 
won with the table's ace, ruffed a 
diamond in band, cashed the ace of 
trumps to fell the king and clear 
trumps, and then exited with a dub 
to West’s king. Down to nothing but 
spades and diamonds. West would 
then have to concede a ruff-sloff, 
allowing declarer to trump with dum¬ 
my's remaining heart while discard¬ 
ing the club loser from hand. 

Thai was all irrelevant — Oshlag 
shot up with the king of clubs. 
Declarer had no counter. If South 
rose with dummy’s ace. East would 
be able to overtake the jack of dubs 
and cash a second trick in the suit; if 
South did not, there could be no end- 
play, with the same result — down 
one. 

C1997, Tr4«e Media Services 


1997 Grammy awards 
live on ‘Music Now’ 


Orbit 


MUSIC NOW, the Orbit Sat¬ 
ellite Television and Radio 
Network's premier music 
channel, will broadcast the 
1997 Grammy Awards live 
from Madison square Garden 
in New York City on Thurs¬ 
day, February 27 at 01:00 am 

GMT. Join Music Now VJ Tin Tin as he takes a look 
into this year’s special star-studded event, featuring a 
wide variety of top international recording artists. 

Now in its 39th year. The Grammy Awards are con¬ 
sidered one of the most prestigious awards in the mu¬ 
sic industry. This year’s Grammy nominations cover a 
wide spectrum of recordings, with over 450 nomina¬ 
tions in 89 categories. Winners are voted on by the Na¬ 
tional Academy of Recording arts & Science, which 
consists of over 9,000 voting members representing all 
facets of the recording industry. 

Producer, songwriter and recording artist Kenneth 
kC Babyface” Edmonds has taken this year’s awards by 
storm, tying with Michael Jackson’s 1983 “TTiriller” 
project for the all-time record for most Grammy nomi¬ 
nations in one year. With 12 nominations, including 
Album and Song of the Year, Babyface is already a 
six-time Grammy winner. Smashing Pumpkins, Eric 
Clapton and Tony Rich are among the other artists 
who have also received four or more nominations in 
this year’s event. 

The 39th Annual Grammy Awards will be presented 
by today's top stars, including actor Kerin Bacon, Glo¬ 
ria Estefan, and Aretha Franklin. Celine Dion, Vince 
Gill, and no Doubt will be among those performing at 
this year’s event broadcast live from Madison Square 
Garden on the Orbit Network.! 


Jumble 


Unscramble these roar words, me 
letter to each square, to fora (bar 
ordinal? words. 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


The wise one is aware of 
his Own ignorance and isn't 
afraid to admit iL 


One man's happiness is 
another’s idea of stagnation. 

m m m 

If the journey is the point, 
what's the use of taking the 
road at a fast clip? 

• • • 

Harboring a dislike for 
someone will slowly poison 
yoursouL 

• m • 

To live honorably is to live 
without shame. 


Happiness requires some 
action; being passive and 
indecisive is a constant mis¬ 
ery. 

C 1997. Tdbmc Hcdl Sows 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


Un nouvel appel «a la retenue» au Liban 

Le comite international de surveillance du cessez-le-feu au Liban sud a •une nouveUe fois* appeli 
cette semaine les belligcrants du Liban sud a •faire preuve de retenue» pour ipargner les cb3s- 
Dans un communique diffuse b l r issue d'une reunion consacree b Vexamen de deuxphonies diposies 
I'une par le Liban et l ’autre par Israel, le comiti a appele les parties prenantes au confUt, 
essenticllcnient Israel et le Hezbollah, a •se conjarmer stride meat et totalement aux dispositions des 
accords du 26 avril !996». -- 

Selan les accords qui avaient mis fin a une vaste apiratian miUtaire (notrephoto) israehatnetm Liban 
en avril 1996 (J75 marts. essentieUement des civils), les belligerents doivent s’abstemr de prendre pour 
cible des civils de part el d ’autre de lafrontiere Ubano-israeUenne, el de lancer des attaqaes dans des 
zones pcuplct'5. . 

Le comite avail ete saisi le 12fevrier dernier a la suite d’une sirie de raids aertens tsraeliens dans le 
sud et l 'est du Uban. Le comite, qui a reconnu ces fails comme etablis, a egalement admis comme 
avire le fait, denonce par Israel le 7fivrier, que cinq charges explosives avaient 6t6 dissbrudies dans le 
village de Beit Uf, dans le secteur occidental de la zone occupde par Varmee israeSenne au Liban. 

Mis en place cn aout 1996. le comite, compose de la France, des Etas-Unis, du Uban, de la Syne et 
d'Israel, pent denoncer ces violations mais ne peut imposer aucune sanction. 
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Tout le mystcre de 
i’Egyptc ct la magic de 
ses nuiis orientates 
s‘ 6 vanouisseni pour 
['amour de quclques dol¬ 
lars. En vous offrunt un 
petit s 6 jour dgyplien. 
vous decouvrirc/. qu'i! est 
difficile de vnus prome- 
ner dans le Caine ou ail- 
Jcurs -sans verser de hak- 
ehich is vos diffdq:nts 
imerloculeurs. 

Vous avez cn effet tort 
si vous eroyez pouvoir 
echopper au harcclemeni 
financier constant qui 
regne en Egyptc. Touriste 
ou cttoycn. il n'y a pus de 
difference. Le bakchich 
fail portic de voire vie 
quoiidicnne ct doit vous 
permettre d'assurcr votrr 
con ton personnel. 

II est pratique mcnl im¬ 
possible de prendre un rc- 
pas sans verser un pour- 
boirc. non seuiemenf ju 
sen cur. mais il celui qui 
vous a uuvert ia pone du 
restaurant, ii celui qui 
vous a aceueilli. et enlln 
au dircctcur du restaurant 
afin de lui momrer a quel 
point vous uppncciez la 
qualilc de sa cuisine ct le 
contort de sou etablisse- 
ment. 

Cette coutuine du bak- 
chich n est pus limine au 
domaine dc la restaura- 
tion. Dans le rues, vous 
sere/, toujour.s exposes au 
harcclemeni des chauf¬ 
feurs de taxis qui ol'frcni 
leurs services pour un 
prix bicn cluignc du tarit 
dc base d une course djns 
la capitate. 

Une simple ballade au 
bord du Nil peut toumcr a 
i'cmcuic. Croyant que le 
fail dc vous promencr 
tranquil lement sur la cor- 
nichc nc vous procure au- 
cun plaisir. des dizainc dc 
gamins viennent vous 
proposer des voyages cn 
bateau, des sandwiches 
ou dcs boissons. voire 
meme un rendez-vous 
dans une cafeteria du 
coin. Unc multitude de 
services Uom vous pou- 
vez profiler contre un 
simple bakchich. 

Vous pensez vous met- 
tre a I’abri en rcioumant a 
voire hotel. Vous vous 
trompez a nouveau. Un 
bakchich devra toujours 
etre prSt pour celui qui re- 
pondra a vos questions, 
un autre pour celui qui se 
chargera de vous momrer 
la piscine, puis un demier 
pour celui vous tend une 
serviette. 

DJpile. vous tenter- dc 
vous refug ier cn dernier 
ressort aux toilettes. Li 
unc dame vous attend u la 
sortie avec un grand sou- 
rire. Une autre vous aura 
aupamvanl tendu ser¬ 
viettes et savuns. Dans un 
exces dc courage, j'ai len- 
t 6 de quitter les lieux sans 
verser le bakchich tradi- 
tionnel. Des insultes ont 
alors accompagne ma sor¬ 
tie. 

It est franchcmcnt re¬ 
grettable qu'un pays si 
prestigieux cl si remar- 
quablc quant a son his- 
toire ct sa civilisation, 
semble etrc aujourd’hui 
devenu le paradis de 
i'cxptoitation tourisiiquc. 
Cet ahus constant ne peut 
en elfet que donner une 
mauvaisc image de ce 
pays, et dissuader certains 
touristes de s'y rcndre.B 

Sa'eda Kilani 


Le Jourdain, 
on y revient. 
Tous les jeudis 
dans le Star 

645 380 


Politique interieure 

Les islamistes changent de tactique 

Regulierement evoquee ces demieres annees, la participation 
d’islamistes au sein du gouvemement semble aujourd’hui plus 
que jamais d’actualite. Dans un document recemment publie, 
des islamistes se disent prets a integrer le cabinet jordanien. 


Projet 

Amman reve d’un mus§e| 

Van 2000pourrait etre pour la Jordanie Fannie* ■U.; 
de Vouverture d’un grand musee national. 
Celui-ci serait situe au cceur meme de la 
capitate jordanienne, en basse-ville. 


Que se passe-t-il 

au scin du mouvement isla- 
miste en Jordanie? Cette ques¬ 
tion est brulante aprfcs ia pre¬ 
sentation le 22 janviet demier 
du <>document Akayleh- lors 
de la «r£union du dialogue#. 
Un document ensuite public 
par les plus grands quotidiens 
jordaniens. 

Cette reunion otganisee par 
les Frercs musulmans wait 
pour objectif dc discuter 
1'iSventualitfi de la participation 
dc reprtisemams politiques isia- 
mistes au gouvemement jorda¬ 
nien. En 1990. cinq ministres 
islamistes faisaient partie du 
cabinet de Moudar Badran. A 
cette 6 poque, il n'y avail ni nor¬ 
malisation des relations avec 
Israel, ni meme processus de 
paix israelo-palestinien ou con¬ 
ference de Madrid. 

Dans son document de tra¬ 
vail. le depute Abdallah Akay¬ 
leh. membre du comittf cxecutif 
du Front dc I'Action islamiquc 
i FAD ayanl deja occupe les 
fonctions dc ministre. retrace 
I'histoirc du mouvement isls- 
miste jordanien depuis un 
demi-siecle. -Nos deux objec- 
lifs principaux n'ont pas ete at¬ 
taints. a savoir le relour a la loi 
coran i que (abandonnee a pres la 
chute du califai islamique en 
Turquic cn 1920) et Ja lutle 
contre le projel sioniste en Pa¬ 
lestine- explique .A Wallah 
Akayleh. -Pire encore, ces ob- 
jeetifs scmblent aujourdhui 
etre plus eloignes que jamais*.. 

Abdallah Akayleh rcconnait 
que I'opposition manifestee par 
son mouvement el les autres 
formations politiques refusant 
la normalisation avec Israel n'a 
pas abouti a grand chose de¬ 
puis la signature du traite dc 
paix avec Israel cn octobre 
1994. 

••II ne s'agit pas desormais 
de se contemer de precher dans 
les mosquees- ecrit cet impor¬ 
tant rcsponsable islamiste qui 
annonce clairement la nouvelle 
orientation choisie par un dcs 
courants du mouvement isla- 

ENQUETE 
Le Jourdain 

Repondez a 
cette enquete et 
gagnezpour50 
dinars de litres 
en frangais. 


mistc. «Pour mieux r^sister. 
pour etre plus influents, ii taut 
que nous occupions des postes 
de decision, que nous soyons 
presents au sein des rouages de 
I'Etai.v- 

II semble cn effet que les is¬ 
lamistes soient aujourd'hui 
vjaloux'- du parti cenirisie 
Ahed qui. bien qu'&aru bcau- 
coup plus jeune que le parti des 
Frcres musulmans. dispose dejh 
de deux portefeuillcs ministi- 
riels dans Vactuel gouvemc- 
menu 

Abdallah Akayleh rappclle 
que le mouvement islamiste a 
opt 6 depuis longtemps pour la 
riformc. el non pour la revolu¬ 
tion. -Si nous taissons echappcr 
cette occasion, cela nuira forte- 
ment a notre popularite- af- 
firmc-t-il. 

Ce document a suscite de 
nombreux commentaircs au 
sein dc la classe politique. Cer¬ 
tains ont qualifie cette declara¬ 
tion de -renouveau historique-. 
d’aulrcs allani jusqu'ii pnSvoir 

-une mini-perestroika - chez les 
islamistes. Mais cetlc dcclara- 
lion n'j cependml pas convain- 
cu tous les analystes politiques. 
cenains sceptiqucs ne voyant 
dans cette demarche qu'unc ten¬ 
tative denirer dans le prochain 
gouvemement sans rdclle vo- 
lonte de changcmcnt.. 

Le veritable enjeu dc cetlc 
ouverture affichce reside dans 
I'isoJemenr des islamistes qui. 
depuis quelques annees. se 
montreni incapables dc tenir 
leurs promesses electorates. 

A l approchc des elections 
legislatives prevues p«?ur le 
mois de novemhrc. il s'agit en 
effet de redonner espoir a des 
militants qui semblcnt etre de 
plus en plus frustres et biases. 

Une chose curicusc est pas- 
sce inaperque: dans le docu¬ 
ment publie. Abdallah Akayleh 
ne presente aucun programme 
ayani pour but de resoudre les 
multiples problcmes que cun- 
nalt Ja sociAe jordanienne. 
PourtanL ce document recon- 
nait la gravitd dc ces 
problcmes. 



Le document prepare par Abdallah Akayleh a relance le 
debat autour de la participation passible d'islamistes au 
sein du gouvemement jordanien. 

La phraseologie dc cc docu- clair et leur opposition a la poli- 


meni. qui rappel le ii plusieurs 
reprises Catcachcmcnt du FAI 
aux principes tr.idiiionncls. 
semble masquer unc fuile cn 
j\ant. Comment en elfet eonci- 
lier ee> principes avec la poli¬ 
tique aciuelle jppliquee en Jor¬ 
danie'.’ Par example, on peut se 
demandcr quelle serait I'attitude 
d un resptmsahle islamiste nom¬ 
ine au po'te Je ministre de 
l'lndustric ct du Commerce vis- 
a-vis dcs relations economiqucs 
j entreienir .nee Israel. Rel'u- 
seran-il alors eategoriquemeni 
de reneontrer son homolocue 
israelicnV 

Unc tois de plus. le pragma- 
tisme l'a emporie. tout au moins 
au scin dc eel important cour- 
am poJiiiquc des Freres musul¬ 
mans. 

Ceux-ci n’ont en fait jamais 
eu un programme politique 


tique gouvernementale est route 
relative. Car jusqu'i) present. 
I'attitude reservee du FAI a 
plutck etc un facteur de stabilite 
pour le regime politique en 
place. ■ 

Suleiman.Sue iss 


Si la capitate jorda¬ 
nienne compte dfijk plusieurs 
musees dissiminds dans la viiie 
ou sur ses hauteurs, elle femdie 
depuis longtemps la possibility 
de se doter d’une grande infra¬ 
structure. Aujourd’hui. ce pro¬ 
jet semble en bonne vote- 
groupe de Jordaniens passion - 
nds (Tart et de culture revent 
depuis plusieurs annees de 
creer tin musee national refle- 
lani notre heritage ei presen- 
lam noire patrimoine. Cene 
idee a pris forme voild main- 
tenant sept ou huit ans* ex- 
plique Sherifa Hind Nasser, di- 
rcctrice du comitd charge 
d'etudier ce projel. 

Ce dev rail eue un gtabiisse- 
meni 5 vocation Educative, et 
non seulemem cuitureUe. Il 
devraii comprendre des de- 
partements s’int&essant h 
I’environoemem. h ITiistoire 
naiurelle. h la g^ologie, aux tra¬ 
ditions vesrimentaires. a la We 
quotidienne i travers les ages. 
D'auires sections heberge- 
raienti elles. les pieces histo- 
riques prupremenl dices. •Le 
musee devra etre global II 
s'adressera a lafois aux tou- 
risres desireux de conn mire la 
Jordanie. et aux ecoliers. qui y 
trouveront un complement des 
programmes scolaires •. ex- 
piiaue Sherifa Hind Nasser. 

La creation de ce nouveau 
musee peut. aujourd'hui soule- 
ver cenaines interrogations, la 
Jordanie comptani deja 17 mu- 
sees. Pour Sherifa Hind Nasser. 


il nc s'agit bien sQr pas de leur 
faire de la concurrence. 
<*Chaque musee conservem ses 
pieces. Le musee national 
pourra. a Voccasion, le ur en 
empnmter quelques-unes. Mais 
la majority des pieces exposies: 
dans ce. nouveau musie pro- 
viendra de stocks du diparte - 
mens des Anuquitis. Beaucoup 
de richesses jordaniennes sons 
actueilement conservees q ■ 
Vetranger. et si unites ne re- ■ 
viendront pas, U est possible 
d’en accueillir certaines. be 
music binificieru .des. meil- 
leurs conditions <Texposition et 
de conservation. Sa chance est 
d'arriver apres de nombreux 
autres musees natibnaux, et de 
profiler ainsi de leurs expi- 
riences.• 

SU a faliu si longtemps pour 
que ce piojet voit le jour, e'est 
en grarude partie cn raison des 
difTSrencs avis dmis d propos 
de son emplacement «Ceriains 
voulaient que le 'musee se 
trouve dans le centre-ville, 
alors que d'autre le voulaient 
ailleurs, la ou il y a moins de 
pollution et de circulation. 
Lorsque la mairie d'Amman a 
acquis le terrain de Ras-el-Ayn 
en basse-ville (ndlr emplace¬ 
ment du b5ument de la munici¬ 
pality du Grand Amman), le 
problime a ete risolu. Le mu¬ 
sie appartiendra ainsi a tous. 
Situe au ctxur historique .de la 
ville, il rassemblera toutes les 
couches sociales de la popula¬ 
tion * explique Sherifa Hind 
Nasser. Un projet qui s'inscrit 


done dans celui de rflidJUtor' 1 
tion icoaomque el social dtr 
centre-ville cTAmman. . / 

La surface prfvue de ! cc~ 
mus6 est de 12 000 metres can- 
rfe. avec un jardin public 
autour. . "■ 

Actueilement. son arcfurec- ^ 
ture est i I’&ude. • Pour un mu- \ 
see. il faui commenced PGf ' jM 
coacevoir I’intericw . flvnnr '■ ^ 
l'eaerieur. Le concepl pUiS&fr^A • 
logique determinera le . type, Jfif / . . 
bailment souhuiti* ajoiite She 1 - 
rifa Hind Nasser. Ce qui 
certain, e'est que le musfie .de- . -yi 
vra s‘adapter h son environne- 
onent urbain. Des projets serons 
presentes par difffiretrts aitfu- 
tecies et ie meilleur sera retemi. 

•Si l‘on commence mainienani • ••* 
sa construction, ce musee - ^ 
pourrait ouvrir . ses pones en - - 
Fan 2000». prtfdit Sherifa Hind 
Naser. *Pour Vinstam, tout dir . 
pend d’un prel japonais 
d'environ 20 millions de dol- , 
lars. Le. Japan contribuc au V 
diveloppemeni iouristique jar- ;■:> 
danien et nous awns ete ruvis 
d’apprendre qu’il se montrah 
ires interesse par ce proJeLm. y. 2 

Pour Sherifa Hind Nasser. Ja 
creation de ce musfie est essen-r. 
tielle. «Cela nous permeant. 
d’apprendre beaucoup sur 
tre propre passe. Et at rdsS&n- •>/' 
blani passe cl present ce mu-‘ - 
sie devraii nous permettre dey»% i 
mieux aivisager notre- avenir*. -.. V 


Mona Qadound :/■ 


Seu:h YLerzs.' 
South ^' r -- 
Sr:.r.i‘h 

Sudar.evc 

Swis>. . 
Svrio* . 



Decauverte-‘:tt ; • -L.™ 

Aux sources arabes du droit humanitaire c 

Si la creation d’organismes charges de faire respecter le droit - ^ 

humanitaire date de ce siecle, les otigines de ce droit sont elles bien 
plus anciennes et sont trespresentes dans la mythologie arabe. 


> e~cr. . . 

EEC 

ESC’AA. 

ICRC . 
UNDE ^ F? 

UNRWA 

IMCEF 
UNESCO. .. 


Librairie Philadelphia 

Livres en fran 9 ais: 

■ Livres de poche 

■ Ouvrages d’art 

La librairie Philadelphia vous propose chaque jour 
des rabais diffgrents allant de 5 & 10% selon la 
categorie de livres. Le iundi, vous beneficiez d’une 
remise de 7% sur tous les livres en fran 9 ais. 

Librairie Philadelphia (Gardenstreet), face a fa 
mosquee Tabaa. Tel: 605 861 


Afin de mieux connaltre son lectorat et de rSpondre a ses attentes, le Jourdain 
lance une enquete aupres de ses lecteurs avec le concours de la librairie 
Philadelphia. Pendant trois semaines. le questionnaire ci-dessous sera publie 
dans la page fran 9 ais du Star. Le 11 mars, un des questionnaires renvoyes au 
Star sera tire au sort et 1'heureux vainqueur se verra remettre pour 50 dinars 
de livres en fran^ais.Vous pouvez renvoyer ie questionnaire a cette adresse: 
The Star ou bien par E-mail: A Olivier Bras 

Enquete Le Jourdain Star@nets.com.jo 

P.O.Box 9313 
Amman 


Nom: 

Nationality. 


Activite: 


i Nationality Age: Telephone; 

[ Lisez-vous regulierement le Jourdain (precisez la frequence)? 

I 

i 

I Comment avez-vous decouvert la page en frangais? 

i 

\ 

I 

■ Pour quelies raisons achetez-vous Le Jourdain? 


Quel type d’informations recherchez-vous dans Ie Jourdainl politiq ue, culture^..) 


I SouhaiterieZ'Vous trouve r dans Ie Jourdain plus d'informations sur la France ou 
i bien preferez vous un traitement en frangais de l’actualite jordanienne? 


, Prefereriez-vous trouver une traduction a cot£ des articles en frangais? 

l 

I Si oui, une traduction en quelle langue, arabe ou anglais? 


Une des sources 

du droit international humani- 
mire -cod j He dan* les quaire 
conventions de Geneve < 1949) 
el ses prolocolcs addiuonnels 
(1977)- peui etre identifiee 
dans I’heritage historique ei cul- 
turel du monde arabe. Les tradi¬ 
tions chevalcresques arabes et 
la loi de I'islam conuennem des 
principes filhiques qui ont long- 
remps nSgi la conduite des ar- 
mdes. anticipant ainsi d'un mil- 
tenaire la conception 
contemporaine de la protection 
des victimes civiles et mili- 
taires. 

La delegation dgyptienne du 
Comitfi international dc la 
Croix Rouge (C1CR) -gardien 
et promoteur du droit interna¬ 
tional humanitaire- a mis sur 
pied ces dcmifcres annees une 
cellule de. recherches 
s'ini^ressani aux £l£ments pnS- 
figurant ce droit presents dans 
fa conscience collective arabe, 
au uavers de lexies saerds ou 
de traditions oraies. 

L'annde passde, ce travail 
s'est concentnS sur I'imagerie et 
le folklore arabe. et a abouti & la 
realisation d'un ealendrier irfes 
original pour 1997. qui rdunit a 
la fois les vertus dune reuvre 
artistique et documcmaire. 

La publication dcs textes 
folkloriques. chansons dc gesie 
et contes podtiques. est 
r Ulus tree f*or un ensemble 
d’teuvrcs rures ayant resiste au 
temps: peinitires sur verre et li¬ 
thographies populaires person- 
nifiant les fteros et les protago- 
nistes de ces rccits» explique 


Roland Huguenin. chef de la 
delegation du CICR au Carre. 
Des lithographies populaires 
cairotes datant du debut du 
siecle sont ici publtees pour la 
premiere fois. Quant a la pein- 
rure sur verre fl'art du Mou- 
thabit). elle est reprdsentfc par 
des oeuvres venam de Syrie. 
d'Egypte et de Ttinisie. et qui. 
par le passd. ddcoraient les 
murs des caffis et des fichoppes 
de barbiers, taiileurs et cordon- 
mens. 

Pour M.Huguenin. une ques¬ 
tion se posaiti les valeurs. prin¬ 
cipes et preceptes qui foison- 
nent dans I’imaginaire coJiectif 
arabe peuvent-ils etre considd- 
res comme les ancetres du droit 
international humanitaire? Le 
rdsultat des recherches entre- 
prises continue la forte pre¬ 
sence dans I'heritage culturel 
arabe d’une morale s'opposant 
aux pratiques jugfes inhu- 
m nines. 

Cette sensibility s’appuie sur 
des hdros comme Abou Zeid ei 
HilaJi. Antara et Aabsy. Ali el 
Zaibaq fie vif argent), le prince 
Seif Ben Zi Yazen, le rot Zaher 
Be (bars. Fauna, hdros qui 
jouissent d'une aura de probitd. 

Les histoires de Mar Guir- 
guis (Saint-Georges), du chan- 
teur Hassan, amoureux de Nai- 
ma. ou de Zir Salem, 
d^noncent des actes de vio¬ 
lence. traitrise. falonie. perfidie 
ou lflche vengeance, qui sont 
commis contre des victimes 
sans defense ^Resterait-il au 
fils d'Adam quelque honneur 
ou quelque renomm 6 e s’il d 6 - 



gaine le fer pour tuer un 
homme desarmd? Pourrait-iJ en 
tire gloire. ou appeler cela vic- 
toire?# se demande I’auteur 
d'un de ces contes. 

Un autre narrateur anonyrae 
raconte lui comment Handala 
ei Akili s’abattit sur la terre des 
Hilall quand Je haroeau d'Abou 
Zeid et Hilaii ftait vide de com¬ 
batants, want les vieiUards el 
capturam femmes et enfants. 
Dans Iliistoire D'Antara et Ha- 
bla. le conteur dficrit «le regard 
inhumain* et la vengeance 
sc£!erate des Beni Kanda qui, 
apriis avoir 6le battus sur le 
champ de bataille, s'en pren- 
nent h une caravane de femmes 
et d'enfants. La morale est 
claire. «Se battre d'homme 2k 
homme est un honneur*. mais 
les combats ne doivent pas 
«concerner les femmes et les 
enfants*. Cette nette distinction 
entre object!fs militaires et ci- 
vils constitue aujourd'hui la 
base du droit humanitaire*. 

Dans le conte des com- 
mer^ants et du roi Zaher Bei- 
bars, J'opinion pubJique sou- 
tient le droit des civils en 
territoire libre ou sous occupa¬ 
tion. Les parties en conflil doi¬ 
vent s'abstenir d'entraver le 
commerce, de s'attaquer aux 
maisons et autres Edifices ci¬ 
vils. La belle Ifigende du gri- 
moire du Nil et du prince Seif 
Ben Zi Yazan, 1’homme aux 
mi lie p roues ses et & ('immense 
pouvoir. fait allusion au droit 
fondamental de I'eau. 
^Comment Seif Arad peut-i) 
priver les gens de I'eau, 616- 
ment vital* se demande Je con¬ 
teur qui explique la morale de 
son ricit d'une moment trbs 
convaincante: «ia goutte d’eau 
ne saurail devenir une arme. II 
ne faudrait en aucun cas privef 
les humains et faire cou Ier les 
larmes, car I’eau est un droit ab- 




solu et certain, comme fair, ie 
soleii ou ie rire des bambins*. 

Hors du champ de bataille. 
les combattants biessds ou cap- 
tur 6 s doivent eux aussi Stre 
prot 6 g 6 s. Le r 6 rir du martyr de 
Saint Georges est une plaidoin^ 
rie pour Ie respect des prison**' 
nims et une d 6 nonriation de 
tout mauvais traitement. «La ; 
prison est une soufFrance en • 
soi. et e'est bien assez. que la ‘ 
privation de liberte*. 

Le droit h un proefes 6 quita- 
ble constitue lui.Je tteme de 
i'htstoire d’AIi le vif argent et 
de la princesse Fatma, prfice k 
condamner $ mort «sans proc&s 
ni jugement* (e maftre.Kassem. t- 
Ali le vif-^argenr, dtSfenseur jdes. .■ 
opprim 6 s, exprime son d 6 sac-’ 
cord avec la decision de la prirv-' 
cesse. «Juge-le et prouve ce 
que m dis. Aprfes cela. il m 6 ri-. 
tera d'etre puni*. ^ 

Une justice dquitable que l^jff 
droit humanitaire international' 
ne cesse aujounfhui de rtiefa- 
mer pour les vaincus des con- 
flits qui 6 clatent un pen part out 
sur la plarfete. ■ 7 

AncadeMai© . 




Communique 

^ service commercial de l’Ambassade de France a Amman 
et 1 Agence fraifaise de ring£nierie touristique, sous le patn> 
nage du muusftre jordanien du Tourisme et des Anb'm;it 65 et le' 
ministfere frangais de 1’EquipemenL du Logement, des Trans- 
pwte et du Tourisme, organised les 22 et 23 f 6 vrier des Ren¬ 
contres professionneUes sur ring£nierie francaise et les 
eqiupements hoteliers. - - 

'ISjJ? 51 ? 1 !?" ,^^ roulera & Thbtel Philadelphia de 
^ 16h00 a ,9h0 °- La d 6 l 6 galion fSncaise 
comprendra treize entrepnses qui viendront exposer Jes der- 
ru&res technologies fran^aises dans les domaines de l’ingfinierie 
tounsuque et des 6 quiperoems hdteliers. L’ent^e est gratuite 

^ gn f tr f n ^' veuIIlez a PP e * er le service com¬ 

mercial de 1 Ambassade de France. Tel: 644.570/642.379. 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council.. 636(47/8 

French Cultural Centre_637009 

Goethe Institute... 641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)...... 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre_..... 639777 

Cemre .- 665 195 

.641793 

Darat al Funun..643252 

Alia An Gallery. 539303 

Baladna Art Gallery ....657132 

Nabil A1 Mashini Thev.te_675571 

Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre..625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Haa Cinema.W9238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City...667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club............... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club........_ 736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Rncing Club..09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club__676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R-S.CJM. 837931/837937 



■ :: w ■.;/ I■ 5>iHW 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the j 

o* SAFEWAY Bldg.. CSHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 68Q3S7 


irnment Depts. 

.641211 


698186 

.636111 

.. 686151 

Municipalities & Environment. 

.641393 

.641211 

.66614! 

.636391 

Planning. 

.644466 

... 674301 

.669181 


.. 665131 

.815615 

636321 

Public Works & Housing . 

. 668481 

673191 

.644361 

Supplies. 

.602121 

.663191 


. 64">311 

. 641467 


,, 641461 

66311! 


. 680100 

.663101 

Youth/University. 

. 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algenan.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian...644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy_ 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People s Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian..81.4154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.S23100 

United Stales. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation :. 668191 

ESCWA.:.694351/8 

ICRC...;. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA.. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico.. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India.688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia..625203 

Alyemda (Airyemen).653691 

American West Airlines.694802 

America Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland_694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air.... 622826 

Japan Airlines .. 630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippine Airlines.640200 

PI A. 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.—. 622147 

United Airlines..641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.-.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank. 77512! 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police.78711 1 

Hospitals 

Akleh Matemitv.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali*.b641M/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775l 11/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Ama) Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

lialian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

Genera] 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.12] 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints. 656390/91 

Jordan Television.77311J/19 

Radio Jordan.774] 11/19 

Post Office ln^. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


S 


$$ 
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^ Co/?2/o/t 
Hotel Suites 

,.® Luxury'Tel 

®, Comfort 


(i Service! 2 

Jl. Location 

In the of j 
Sweifyieh 3 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


iW' Uf 4ionJ(& // 


World s No. ? I'izzz ._n 2 ;r 

" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pirn: Ha! " 




FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhiaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel:666705 


Aqaba-Hotels 


AJ-Cazar.. 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.—.316636 

Aquamarine I..—.316250 

Coral Beach-31352L 

Holiday Int'l__ 312426 

Miramar.-.314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


Mncca Si. Ts5. £52135 ' 

. Schist JtrSj ar Cszisr 




Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darot! Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Beauty Institute 

%■ 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures it 
’titlicurcs 



space. 


e in mis 
l us at 


Cafe Restaurant 


Different 




We save you more 




The r.:G<i please rcr-le ;hr,p?ir.<j 
e \perifntv If - ju\: cfco-.i 

c-.tfrytp.in; ; ou r.eeJ. □: lov. 'rirjv 
Amrwii- - !!. 7rl' ZU’.ZS 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH A DINNER 



The first &(. best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


’at ions 


± * * * 


318246 





* Professional Drjcleanutg 
•Shoes Repair 
•Darning 
•Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 & 821656 



S a f e \v a v - T e 1: 6 8 5 3 1 1 


The Gerxicu 
Boutiques TCarzRtat: 
jer.-F.rd 



jc6ffhJAm<D BERND BGRGER 

wiLUm fiilllY c -i' 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 




■ CARRIAGE 

Hg c e ^ Rent a Car 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 

jrri 


.s Service Cen-nte? 


2SS Wasfi AJ- Tal SL 

Tel: 695180 
: Fax: 682525 


we offen- 

❖ Computerized Engine Check Electro Mechanical car check 





CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance n -? 

^ Oil Change \ SASAKSai 

Wasfi Al-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


AJ- Shmeisani, NearAtaAli, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 _ 


* •* •■ ' ; 'c. v y a*.* **• r r-\ ^ !"-'f,:>jUy 
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Electronic mail’s increasing popularity. 


Are you still using 
‘snail’ mail? 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 


BUSINESS PEOPLE in older 
limes had less crowded busi¬ 
ness cards than ours: they only 
needed to pul a mailing 
address. The cards however, 
kept on witnessing new 
entrants, namely: The tele¬ 
phone. ihe telegraph, the telex 
and the fax. 

White this has certainly con¬ 
tributed to better and more 
effective communications in 
doing business, it never¬ 
theless made life more 
difficult for the graphic 
designers who had to 
cope with 

squeezing more 
letters into the 
small sized busi- 
. ness cards. 

The Internet's 
technology is cornering the 
graphic designers even further, 
now they have to deal with the 
latest entrant omo the business 
cards: the email address. 

Email's increasing popular¬ 
ity is making the sight of long 
email addresses of the type 
abbassi'gnets.com.jo. a famil¬ 
iar sight on the cards of techni¬ 
cally-inclined people. 

Electronic Mail (Email! is 
one of the Internet's most use¬ 
ful services as it allows lor a 
fast and cost effective method 
of sending messages and ail 
sorts of computer files to any 
destination in the world, pro¬ 
vided of course the recipient 
also has an email address. 

As gaining access to an 
email address only entails a 
small investment in a com¬ 
puter. a modem and an account 


opened with a provider of Inter¬ 
net service. Email's utilization 
in the world is growing 
exponentially. 

Email fares well when com¬ 
pared to the traditional ways of 
doing business correspondence. 
Whereas regular mail takes a 
very long time and entails the 
extra costs of paper, envelopes 
and stamps. Email practically 
eliminates all of these extra 
costs. Of course regular mail 
may have the advantage of a 
warm 



cr feel through fancy letter¬ 
heads and envelopes, but the 
cost effectiveness and function¬ 
ality of email definitely out¬ 
weighs this. 

As for faxing—which 
remains a reliable and fast com¬ 
munication tool—email hits it 
hard with its low cost as 
opposed to the high bill of 
international faxes. While faxes 
are more instant than email 
(email messages take a few 
minutes to reach their destina¬ 
tion). Email's ability to transfer 
compute r files like M5-Word 


documents and Excel sheets to 
be opened and edited by the 
recipient further tilts the scale 
towards iL Furthermore, the use 
of email also provides a con¬ 
venient way of sending faxes (a 
way to communicate with peo¬ 
ple who haven't obtained an 
email account yet). 

The use of email to send 
faxes usually results in a lower 
fax bill as the email message 
travels in the form of an email 
message, until it reaches a fax 
gateway nearest to the 
destination to which it is 
to be faxed, hence reduc¬ 
ing Che cost of faxing. A 
popular service of this 
sort on the internet is the 
Faxaway service which 
is utilized by Global One 
/Sprint Jordan and 
NETS. 

The use of email in the 
office could easily be incor¬ 
porated to the filing and ref¬ 
erencing methods used by 
the company in faxes and 
ordinary mail. This allows 
for streamlining business 
correspondence via email 
in the same manner (hat 
correspondence is performed 
through faxes. 

So. just as a regular mail 
message or a fax message takes 
a reference number and is filed 
accordingly, email messages 
can be given reference numbers 
by their authors and can he filed 
on computers as well as in 
primed form in the archives. 

The availability of many net¬ 
work software solutions that 
utilize email, also makes its 
possible for people within an 
organization to communicate 
among one another., through 


Build your own , personal ‘Web’ page on Primus BBS: 

Creatively serving and educating users 


COMPUTER NETWORK- 
1NG Services tCNS). the 
company that owns and man¬ 
ages Primus BBS. has been 
hard at work in the past 
months since- the launch of 
Primus to ensure that it lives 
up to user expectations. 

Apparently, all it takes is 
to log into Primus to find out 
that there is a whole world of 
graphical wonders, coupled 
with audio, that brings Jorda¬ 
nian BBS users so dose to 
the real feel of the Internet. 

On top of that. Primus has 
introduced a number of ideas 
to stimulate even more user 
inter-activity. 

A bright example on this is 


an initiative by which 
Primus allows its users 
lo design their own 
HTML-based pages, just 
as if they were creating 
their own Web sites. 

The personal pages— 
also referred to as 
"Web* pages although 
they are actually Primus 
pages—have caught on 
so well, that several 
users can be found on¬ 
line. into the early hours 
of the morning, develop¬ 
ing their pages and 
working hard at 



The Primus main page 


users 



A ‘personal user page ’ on Primus 


impressing other 
with innovations. 

Some pages, in particular, 
stand out among the 
rest. These include 
pages created by 
Nabil Kilany. Mutaz 
Abu Ghazaieh. 

Mohammad Ansari 
and Na’el Burghouti. 

What's more. Pri¬ 
mus staff maintain 
personal interaction 
with users on a doily 
basis, exchanging tips 
and pointers on Web 
page design and ocher 
■technicalities'. 

"This is what we 
call client service." 
stated Mr Amer 
Naseridin. marketing 
manager at CNS. 


"Don’t listen to us, listen 
to our customers. We’ve got 
so many remarks on-line, 
praising our efforts to deliver 
all that is new," added Mr 
Naseridin. 

One thing is for sure, all 

these developments at Pri¬ 
mus are raising the level of 
services available to on-line 
users in Jordan. The exciting 
ideas being applied at Pri¬ 
mus. coupled with user inter¬ 
action. are creating more 
awareness and ensuring that 
local users get a serious taste 
of what BBS users world¬ 
wide enjoy. 

For more information on 
Primus, contact CNS at tele¬ 
phone number 614755. M 


News update 


Easy Arabic OCR from 
OmniPage 

• For Arabic computer users 
looking for an effective optical 
character recognition. Caere 
software has introduced (he Ara¬ 
bic version of its well-known 
package. OmniPage. What 
makes OmniPage stand out is its 
ease-of-use. as it doesn't require 
any previous training. Also, and 
based on press reviews, the rec¬ 
ognition results it provides are 


well above 95 percent, which is 
quite impressive for an Arabic 
OCR package. 

For more information on 
OmniPage, contact Kemet Cor¬ 
poration in Egypt at telephone 
++ 201 2917529 or Aptec in 
Saudi Arabia on telephone ++ 
966 I 4881914. 


Microsoft Windows CE 
• Microsoft has announced 
its plans to introduce a spe¬ 


cial version of Windows for 
hand-held devices whether 
computers, mobile Phones, 
or even miniature television 
units. 

The new product is to be 
called Windows CE and will 
al low cross-communication 
between the above men¬ 
tioned devices running Win¬ 
dows and personal 
computers. 


what is known as 'local mail'. 
This streamlines their internal 
communications as well as pro¬ 
vides the users with access to 
international email over the 
Internet. 

Email's advantages have 
resulted in u sharp increase in 
its popularity, which should 
ensure that nobody will be 
stuck with traditional, so-called 
'snail' mail. It's just a matter of 
time before everybody switches 
to the fast email route. ■ 

email: 

Abbassi (2NETS.COM.JO 


*Al Jadeed’, the Arabic edition of z\ 
Popular Science magazine .; 


• ARABIAN COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS & Publishing (ACP) 
have introduced 1 Ai-Jadeed*, the 
Arabic edition of the well-known 
American magazine, Popular 
Science. ‘Al-Jadeed' lives up to 
the standards of its American 
parent, packing exciting and 
very varied news on technology 
and general consumer Items. 
‘Al-Jadeed’ will be available on 
the market in .March 1997. Look 
dot for It » *•••; -* *•<*»;’: -• 
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Access folds its BBS, 








shifting users to NETS: 


Mi 


WELL, WHAT .can I say. It is one hell of a surprise to. 
out that Access has folded its BuHehn Board : Serin 
(BBS), handing over its usees to NETS: after ajoi 
bi tter conflict between the.two for about tflw wy. . 

The ’shocking* news was officially rfcveaifed thts y* 
after a series of discussions between the once aft* ***} 
Apparently, it was a matter that was. ’in t^ coolang- 
while. It’s interesting to compare' ftta piMfe Ot t^ws. 
the 'all-out-war’ that raged between NETS- and A< 
users up until early 1996. Personally, I has accounts 
both services and it is quite Interesting, to .tobmtoc the-* 
cussion in public forums on why some thought tharlVf 
was be tt e r - than Access^, and -why^—others -.taougeyg 
Access was better than NETS. .... v 11 

In fact, come to think of it, a very valid remark £tj 
time was that Access offered a more-powerful’soft 
environment, that better resembled a BBS^ Howgyfcr, 
this is a fact proven today by maricet forces, .NETS.-^fij 
victor mainly due to more intelligent maricetrng^MUt^ 
developed level of. customer-service and support: 

Practically, Access was pretty much oirtoftfre. mark 
the second part of 1996. as the company-stopped piaritetiii 
its on-line service as aggressively as it should be. jbt fact?, 
seemed to observers that Access had deaded.thaiit.v^ 
interested at all in mowing its BBS.. . : > 

A successful BBS depends on following up and.^oj 
ously adopting new, exciting ideas. . Also, daify jhteb 
of the system operator with users on-Une' isouiteitj 
tant. Th e effo rts involved in maintaining^ B Bo can-bdSf- 
feU at NETS and Primus, both of whom i-vah^pen 
interaction with users every day. Sotnetime-agd/ A* 
acted as such, and its business grew' back >th^nV bo 
some reason the company changed course^ frranycase; . 
has to commend Access oh securing the fate of i££ BBSd 
exits. Some had signed upfor.annual contracts.' anid^ 
deserve to continue receiving email and' oti-1 mefseryl 
As for the shift itself, it will be carefully .managed 'feyf 
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period. Access ■ users will keep their previous; 
addresses that include the Access domain 
the Access domain.name will be replaced byNETSr' 1 '"'^ " ' 
According to rough figures offered by "NETS 
the service had around 1,500 users. Now that 
impressive, considering that Global One 7 SpruftVjp 
which sell Internet on-line accountshavearound 
comers. Till (his day, and doe to the intensive marking- 
performed by NETS since 1995, Jordanian 
the NETS service is actually an ‘Internet- servic^^hiM^5i^>^ 

Apparently, the face of Jorda n’s BBS.market 
be the same. In fact, the NETS / Access arrang6ment Qow|^^'^ 
paves the way for the next battle; between NHrS aptLF "' 


mus. Some people I talked to believe, that the battle wfiTbe* 
fought with ‘content* as a main weapon.: Anr Tridusfty' 


expert stated his belief, that NETS would .seek a 

_____ a -__ • 




agreement’ with Access, which can deliver timely."'and} 
comprehensive economic and financial infomu itlon. 'Aftet i . . 

all. Access is an .information company , while NEl^. saVXji?v- : /j 
to continuously develop its services to diesis^ -through^ 
incorporation of content. • y v - • 'i'i.A- 

The content-battle extends to Internet Service Pipvide^! 
such as Global One / Sprint Jordan which seems to already 
have linked up with another content-provider. • : , 7 

An intelligent guess would be to assume.that NETS 'tW 
preparing itself for tbe next stage: Providing.an Interact: 
on-line connection, as a ramp-on for its users, just asjajct'.: 
national services like America On-Line offer. Now rhar's 
when.things,will really beai:-up ( ■' 
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Baggio has unhappy 
30th birthday 



ROME—AC Milan striker Roberto Baggio 
turned 30 Tuesday but told reporters he had 
little to celebrate with coach Arrigo Sacchi 
keeping him nailed to the substitutes' bench. 

The former Italian international, who strug¬ 
gled with injury at the start of the season, said 
he warned to meet Milan chairman Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi to discuss why he was not playing. 

*i can accept being kept on the bench, but 
only If there is a reason. (Sacchi) must have 
the courage to tell me the truth.” Baggio said. 

Baggio did not play in Milan’s Serie A 
match Sunday against Bologna and has played 
only 13 league games this season out of a 
possible 20. 

"I do not feel old at 30...phy$ically I’ve 
never felt better.” Baggio said. *i cannor bear 
it when a coach pays me compliments all the 
week saying that I am working very well and 
then puis me on the bench Sunday." 

“At the moment 1 feel like a Ferrari being 
driven by a traffic warden.’’ 

Italian newspaper Gazzeua dello Sport said 
Tuesday Baggio was in contact two weeks 
ago with Spanish team Real Madrid, coached 
by former Milan manager Fabio Capello. 

"I don’t know yet whether I will stay at 
Milan or whether I will leave. The only thing I 
want is to play. If Capello calls me, HI go to 
Spain,” Baggio was quoted as saying. 

The “Divine Ponytail" joined Capello’s 
Milan at the start of the 1995/96 season from 
current world club champions Juventus. 

Baggio was European footballer of the year 
in (993. He missed a penalty-shootout when 
Italy, coached by Sacchi. lost to Brazil in the 
World Cup final in Los Angeles in 1994. ■ 


FIFA president 
recommends 
Beckenbauer as 


successor 


ZURICH—Joao Havelange. the President of FIFA, 
said Tuesday that Franz Beckenbauer would appear 
to be an ideal candidate to succeed him in his post in 
1998. 

The 80-year-old Brazilian, in his post for the last 
23 years, announced last December he would not 
stand for another term after the World Cup in France 
next year. 

However, he is known to not enjoy close relations 
with Lennart Johansson, the President of UEFA, 
who is the leading candidate at the moment, despite 
his tendency to commit gaffes. 

“He is the only candidate at the mo menu" was the 
lukewarm response by Havelange to Johansson’s 
candidacy. 

Havelange, though, was effusive about Becken¬ 
bauer. currently President of UEFA Cup holders 
Bayern Munich, standing as a candidate. 

"Beckenbauer was a great player, a wonderful 
coach, a successful businessman and president of 
one of the great footballing powers in Europe. So 
why shouldn't he be a candidate as he has all the 
requirements to do the job,” Havelange told AFP. 

Havelange's enthusiastic support for Beckenbauer 
has been echoed by one of the Brazilian autocrat’s 
bitterest enemy's Pele. the former Brazilian master 
and minister of sport. 

Havelange also confirmed Lhat he would not 
reconsider standing again even if the candidates to 
replace him did nor meet with his approval. 

"1 took this decision after a lot of thought. Despite 
my good health, both physically and financially, I 
will be 82 in 1998 and one just doesn’t know at that 
age what might happen. One’s star can suddenly 
decline.” Havelange said. ■ 


Williams to continue with Renault 


THE WORLD championship-winning 
Rothmans Williams Renault team will 
continue to be powered by Renault 
engines for at least two more years, 
although the French engine manufac¬ 
turer announced rhey were pulling out of 
Formula One racing at the end of this 
season. Renault have agreed to sell their 
engines and technical knowledge to the 
French company Mecachrome. who will 
supply Williams with VIQ Renault 
engines in 1998 and 1999. 

“It is wonderful news for Williams I 
can assure you of that.” said Frank Wil¬ 
liams. managing director of Williams 
Grand Prix Engineering. "Also. I think it 
is very, very good news for Formula 
One.” 

"After an end to its participation in For¬ 
mula One competition and to avoid 
wasting the technical expertise it has 
acquired, Renault Sport has decided to 
sell its know-how in the area of Formula 
One engines to the French company 
Mecachrome. This company is special¬ 


ized. among other things, in 
assembling and tuning For¬ 
mula One engines and has 
been a loyal partner of 
Renault Sport for 22 years. 
Mecachrome will develop 
these engines for its own use 
and under its own name and 
will offer them to racing 
teams in 1998. The Williams 
team has already signed a 
contract with Mecachrome 
to supply engines in 1988 
and 1990,” Renault said in a 
statement last-week. 

Last season the Williams 
Renault team regained the 
World Constructors' Cham¬ 
pionship and finished first 
and second in the World 
Drivers' Championship with 
Damon Hill and Jacques 
Villeneuve. ■ 
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Michael Jordan quenches his thirst with a Gatorade after successfully overcoming awd &. ; 
of challenges in his newest Gatorade commercial, debating this month during the NBA r'Z 
All-Star Game. (Feature Photo Service) > 


Jordan’s Open Swimming Tournament 4 # 

A new Jordanian swimming 
record in EM 200 meters] i 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to the Star 


WHILE JORDAN is still 
somewhat far from being on 
the world's map for swim¬ 
ming, it nevertheless is mak¬ 
ing confident strides towards 
improving the situation of- 
sports. The Open Swimming 
Tournament held on February 
15 and 16 is the most recent 
step taken by Jordan's Swim¬ 
ming Federation towards 
encouraging the swimming 
activities in the Kingdom. 
Swimmers from Jordan’s three 
swimming dubs of the Sports 
City, Al Ahli and the Orthdox 
as well as swimmers not 
enrolled in any club, swam for 
the goldjn a total of 22 races 
for all age and sex groups. The 
races included.the whole suite 
of Free, Butterfly. Backstroke, 
Breast Stroke and 1M styles. 

The Tournament, held in the 
Orthodox Club's winter pool, 
saw promising signs of 
improvement the most promi¬ 
nent of which was the setting 
of a new Jordanian record in 
the 200 meters IM style by the 
young ■ and aspiring Andre 
Khoury. The race saw intense 
competition between Khoury 







and the older and more experi¬ 
enced Amer Al Wazani, how¬ 
ever Khoury managed to 
snatch victory at the end and 
broke the Jordanian record by 
three seconds with his new 
lime of 133 minutes. The old 
record was held by Amer’s 
brother, Ali Wazani. 

“It feels great to win a race 
against such a more experi¬ 
enced swimmer as Amer," 
said The 16-year-old 
Khoury—who ranks as num¬ 


ber six among Arab swimmttf 
of his age group—after setting 
the new record. "My arhbitfod.' 
is to continually improve^ 1 
swimming techniques -and • 
eventually qualify to and rej£ 
resent Jordan in the Olympia 
2000 in Sydney. My deep 
thanks go to my two coriipej 
tent trainers in the national 
team and the Orthodox cliufcj 
Ali Nawas “and 
Ghaith”. ■ 
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